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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


THIRTY-SECOND    ANNUAL   MEETING. 


|HE  Thirty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  was  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  January  21,  191 3,  at  3  P.  M. 
The  President,  Grenville  H.  Norcross,  occu- 
pied the  chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were 
approved. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 

The  President  presented  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Direc- 
tors, as  follows  :  — 

To  the  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society :  — 

For  several  years  the  report  of  your  Directors  has  been 
made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bodfish,  the  senior  member  of  the  board, 
but  as  he  removed  to  Pasadena,  California,  in  September,  the 
President  has  taken  that  duty  upon  himself.  Mr.  Bodfish 
intends  to  live  in  California  for  the  greater  part  of  each  year 
at  least,  though  retaining  his  citizenship  in  Boston,  and  he  will 
be  much  missed  at  our  meetings  at  which  he  has  been  nearly 
always  present. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  19 12,  there  were  in  the  Society  : 

Honorary  Members     .....  i 

Life  Members     ......         642 

Annual  Members         .         .         .         .         .         456 


Making  a  total  of     .         .         .  -      i, 


It  appears  from  this  statement  that  there  has  been  a  loss  of 
one  Honorary  Member,  a  gain  of  six  Life  Members,  and  a  loss 
of  thirty-four  Annual  Members  during  the  year. 

The  Membership  Rolls,  when  analyzed,  show  the  following 
changes : 

HONORARY    MEMBERS. 


There  were  at  the  close  of  191 1 
Died  during  the  year  1912  . 

Making  the  present  number 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  191 1  . 
Added  by  election  and  transfer    . 

Making  ..... 
Loss  by  death  and  one  resignation 

Making  the  present  number   . 


636 
30 

666 
24 

642 


ANNUAL    MEMBERS. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  191 1  . 
Added  by  election  during  the  year 

Making  ..... 
Died,  transferred,  etc. 


489 
33 

522 
66 


Making  the  present  number     .         .         .         456 

During  the  year  19 12  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Old 
State  House  who  recorded  their  names  in  the  Register  was  as 
follows : 

From  Boston       .         .         .         .         .         .6,786 

"      elsewhere  in  the  United  States  .         .    30,976 
"      Foreign  countries       ....      1,068 

These  figures  make  a  total  of  38,830,  which  is  an  increase 
over  191 1  of  4,265,  but  many  do  not  register. 


The  following  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Society  at 
the  Monthly  Meetings  in  the  Council  Chamber  during  the 
past  year : 

January  i6  :  Annual  Meeting.  Autobiographic  paper  upon 
the  use  of  the  Old  State  House  by  the  Old  South  Church, 
written  by  Judge  Thomas  Dawes  (175 8-182 5),  of  Boston,  read 
by  the  President. 

Also,  "The  Latin  School  of  Boston,  England,"  by  James  J. 
McGinley. 

February  20  :  "  Washington  as  seen  through  the  Vision  of 
the  Poet,"  by  Rev.  Lewis  W.  Hicks ;  read  in  the  absence 
of  the  author  by  Rev.  William  W.  Sleeper. 

March  19:  "Reminiscences  of  South  Boston  from  1850  to 
1861,"  by  John  H.  Means. 

April  16:  "Four  Mounted  Messengers  of  the  Revolution," 
by  William  O.  Comstock. 

May  22  :  "  The  Transfer  to  Massachusetts  of  its  Charter 
Government,  1630,"  by  Horace  E.  Ware. 

October  1 5  :  Presentation  of  the  Memorial  Portrait  of  Mrs. 
Julia  Ward  Howe  ;  painted  by  John  Elliott. 

November  19:  "The  Great  Boston  Fire  and  some  Con- 
tributing Causes,"  by  Harold  Murdock. 

December  17:  "John  Winthrop,  Founder  of  Boston,"  by 
Edwin  D.  Mead. 

During  the  year  19 12  these  members  have  died  :  — 

Albert  Metcalf,  born  in  Wrentham,  Nov.  27,  1824,  died  in 
West  Newton,  Jan.  2. 

Fred  Hannibal  Seavey,  born  in  Boston,  April  i,  1854,  died 
in  Boston,  Jan.  2. 

Levi  Lincoln  Willcutt,  born  in  Boston,  March  3,  1826,  died 
in  Brookline,  Jan.  3. 

Dudley  Apthorp  Dorr,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  20,  1850,  died 
in  Lancaster,  Jan.  6. 


Thomas  Spencer  Mitchell,  born  in  Freeport,  Me.,  Aug.  ii, 
1 8 17,  died  in  Plymouth,  Jan.  6. 

Francis  Jackson  Ward,  born    in   Roxbury,  September   17, 

1830,  died  in  Roxbury,  Jan.  14. 

Wolcott  Howe  Johnson,  born  in  Boston,  April  9,  i860,  died 
in  Boston,  Jan.  15. 

Benjamin  Williams  Wells,  born  in  Cambridge,  Oct.  15,  1861, 
died  in  Boston,  Jan.  18. 

Sydney  Augustus  Williams,  born  in  Taunton,  Oct.  31,  1836, 
died  in  Boston,  Jan.  26. 

John  Gordon  Wright,  born  in  Lowell,  Jan.  29,  1842,  died 
in  Brookline,  Feb.  i. 

Mrs.  Julia  Elizabeth  Folsom,  born  in  Boston,  Oct.  27,  1836, 
died  in  Brookline,  Feb.  i. 

Joseph  Story  Fay,  Jr.,  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  12,  1848,  died 
in  Boston,  Feb.  4. 

Samuel  Hubbard,  born  in  Boston,  June  18,  1831,  died  in 
Oakland,  Cal.,  Feb.  9. 

Henry  Williamson  Haynes,  born  in  Bangor,  Me.,  Sept.  19, 

1 83 1,  died  in  Boston,  Feb.  16. 

Channing  Lilly,  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  24,  1844,  died 
in  Boston,  Feb.  29. 

Henry  Beals  Dennison,  born  in  Bath,  Me.,  May  2,  1846, 
died  in  Roxbury,  March  17. 

Charles  John  Prince,  born  in  Boston,  June  16,  1843,  died  in 
Boston,  March  23. 

Amos  Lawrence  Hopkins,  born  in  Williamstown,  April  10, 
1844,  died  in  Boston,  April  4. 

Ambrose  Dawes,  born  in  Quincy,  Sept.  19,  1843,  died  in 
Dorchester,  April  12. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge,  Jr.,  born  in  Boston,  March  16, 
1863,  died  in  Manchester,  April  14. 

Joseph  Wheeler  Woods,  born  in  Ashburnham,  July  17,  1829, 
died  in  Boston,  April  15. 

Charles  Gordon  Ames,  born  in  Dorchester,  Oct.  3,  1828, 
died  in  Boston,  April  15. 


Charles  Granville  Way,  born  in  Boston,  Jan.  13,  1841,  died 
in  Gloucester,  April  16. 

Richard  Clapp  Humphreys,  born  in  Dorchester,  June  10, 
1836,  died  in  Dorchester,  May  6. 

Lawrence  Tucker,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  14,  1844,  died  in 
Boston,  May  16. 

Robert  Leland  Read,  born  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  July  12, 

1 841,  died  in  Portland,  Me.,  June  9. 

William  Schofield,  born  in  Dudley,  Feb.  14,  1857,  died  in 
Maiden,  June  10. 

Joseph  Reed  Whipple,  born  in  New  Boston,  N.  H.,  Sept.  8, 

1842,  died  in  Boston,  June  15. 

George  Wells  Lord,  born  in  Kennebunk,  Me.,  Nov.  28,  1830, ' 
died  in  Melrose,  June  16. 

Rufus  George  Frederick  Candage,  born  in  Blue  Hill,  Me., 
July  28,  1826,  died  in  Gleasondale,  June  19. 

Samuel  Newell  Brown,  born  in  Boston,  April  17,  1827,  died 
in  Swampscott,  July  4. 

Amory  Appleton  Lawrence,  born  in  Boston,  April  22,  1848, 
died  in  Boston,  July  6. 

Henry  Nathan  Sawyer,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  29,  1842,  died 
in  Canaan,  N.  H.,  July  12. 

Maurice  Howe  Richardson,  born  in  Athol,  Dec.  31,  1851, 
.died  in  Boston,  July  31. 

Charles  Sumner  Dennison,  born  in  Newton,  June  20,  1858, 
died  in  West  Falmouth,  Aug.  22. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Elizabeth  Cordis,  born  in  Chelsea,  Oct.  17, 
1840,  died  in  Medford,  Aug.  27. 

William  Henry  Gallison,  born  in  Marblehead,  Dec.  19,  1836, 
died  in  Dorchester,  Sept.  5. 

Charles  Porter  Jaynes,  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Nov.  13, 
1845,  di^d  in  Boston,  Sept.  6. 

William  Bradford  French,  born  in  Turner,  Me.,  Feb.  13, 
1848,  died  in  Boston,  Sept.  8. 

John  Livingston  Grandin,  born  in  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  Dec.  20, 
1836,  died  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Sept.  11. 
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William  Russell  Comer,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  7,  1854,  died 
in  Wellesley,  Oct.  18. 

Arthur  Tracy  Cabot,  born  in  Boston,  Jan.  5,  1852,  died  in 
Boston,  Nov.  4. 

Walter  Henry  White,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  8,  1846,  died  in 
Cambridge,  Nov.  5. 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams,  born  in  Roxbury,  Feb.  14,  1S44, 
died  in  Belmont,  Nov.  14. 

Samuel  Arthur  Bent,  born  in  Boston,  July  i,  1841,  died  in 
Boston,  Nov.  22. 

Edward  Alexander  Strong,  born  in  Boston,  Dec.  10,  1834, 
died  in  Boston,  Nov.  29. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Balch  Allen,  born  in  Newburyport,  Nov.  6, 
1825,  died  in  Dorchester,  Dec.  11. 

Mrs.  Frances  Seymour  Johnson,  born  in  Athens,  Greece, 
Feb.  19,  1840,  died  in  Boston,  Dec.  16. 

William  James  Wright,  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11, 
1846,  died  in  Boston,  Dec.  17. 

Joseph  Newhall  Smith,  born  in  Danvers,  Jan.  12,  1840,  died 
in  Boston,  Dec.  18. 

Miss  Blanche  Shimmin,  born  in  Boston,  Dec.  22,  1849,  ^i^^l 
in  Boston,  Dec.  22. 

Benjamin  Sanborn  Palmer,  born  in  East  Boston,  Oct.  21, 
1856,  died  in  West  Newton,  Dec.  26. 

Mr.  Bent  was  an  Honorary  Member ;  Messrs.  Ames,  Cabot, 
Candage,  Coolidge,  Fay,  Grandin,  Hopkins,  Johnson,  Law- 
rence, Lord,  Metcalf,  Prince,  Richardson,  Sanborn,  Sawyer, 
Tucker,  Ward,  Whipple,  Willcutt,  John  G.  Wright,  William 
J.  Wright,  Mrs.  Cordis  and  Mrs.  Folsom,  were  Life  Mem- 
bers ;  Messrs.  Brown,  Comer,  Dawes,  Charles  S.  Dennison, 
Henry  B.  Dennison,  Dorr,  French,  Gallison,  Haynes,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Jaynes,  Lilly,  Mitchell,  Read,  Schofield,  Seavey, 
Smith,  Strong,  Way,  Wells,  White,  Henry  B.  Williams,  Sydney 
A.  Williams,  Woods,  Mrs.  Allen,  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Miss 
Shimmin,  were  Annual  Members. 
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The  services  to  this  and  similar  societies  of  some  of  these 
should  be  mentioned  here. 

Levi  Lincoln  Willcutt  died  last  January  before  the 
annual  meeting ;  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  this 
Society,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  since  January,  1882, 
and  a  Director  from  1894  until  his  death.  He  was  a  constant 
attendant  at  our  meetings  and  at  those  of  the  Directors  and  of 
his  committee  as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  The  Society 
was  represented  at  his  funeral  by  William  T.  R.  Marvin  and 
Charles  F.  Read. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Directors  on  January  5th,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  :  — 

"  The  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society  desire  to  place  on 
their  records  an  expression  of  their  love  and  respect  for  their 
late  fellow-member,  Mr.  Levi  Lincoln  Willcutt,  and  their  feel- 
ing of  personal  loss  in  his  passing  from  this  life  on  Wednesday, 
January  3d. 

"  A  Boston  boy,  he  was  greatly  interested  in  the  history  of 
Boston  and  the  preservation  of  her  landmarks.  He  was  one 
of  our  oldest  members,  having  been  elected  in  January,  1882, 
and  for  the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

"  His  service  in  public  life  included  four  years  in  the 
Boston  City  Council,  two  years  in  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature, and  seven  years  on  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  Boston,  and  to  all  of  these  positions  he  brought  the  same 
energy,  integrity  and  industry  that  made  him  a  successful 
merchant,  and  the  warm-hearted  kindly  nature  that  won  the 
good  will  of  all  his  associates. 

"  His  long  life  was  a  constant  continuance  in  well  doing,  and 
his  cordial  greeting,  loyal  friendship  and  prudent  counsel,  will 
be  treasured  in  the  memories  of  his  friends. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  vote  be  placed  on  the  records  of  the 
Bostonian  Society,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  Willcutt." 


12 

Richard  Clapp  Humphreys,  President  of  the  Dorchester 
Historical  Society,  was  a  member  of  this  Society  from  1895, 
and  prominent  in  many  historical,  charitable  and  religious 
societies.  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown  and  Charles  F,  Read  repre- 
sented this  Society  at  his  funeral. 

Captain  Rufus  George  Frederick  Candage,  President 
Emeritus  of  the  Brookline  Historical  Society,  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society  since  November,  1885,  and  of  the  Committee 
on  Publications  for  nine  years.  He  was  a  constant  attendant 
at  our  meetings,  and  was  especially  interested  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  the  ships  and  shipping  business  of  Boston.  At 
his  funeral  Mr.  Marvin  and  William  O.  Comstock  represented 
this  Society. 

Samuel  Arthur  Bent,  who  died  suddenly  at  Young's  Hotel 
while  on  his  way  to  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
was  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society,  chosen  at  the  close 
of  his  term  of  office  as  its  Clerk  and  Treasurer  in  1899  after 
nine  years'  service  ;  he  had  been  a  member  since  April,  1882, 
a  Director  in  1890,  and  had  taken  an  active  part  in  our  meet- 
ings. The  Society  was  represented  at  the  funeral  by  Vice- 
President  Manning  and  Mr.  Read. 

In  May  we  received  by  the  bequest  in  the  will  of  Miss  C. 
Alice  Baker,  of  Deerfield  and  Boston,  through  Miss  Emma  L. 
Coleman  and  Gardiner  M.  Lane,  her  executors,  four  oil  paint- 
ings and  five  crayon  drawings  of  old  buildings  at  the  North 
End,  made  about  1882  by  Miss  Susan  Martin  Lane,  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  all  of  these  buildings  have  since  been  destroyed.  These 
pictures  are  placed  in  a  group  in  Whitmore  Hall,  and  form  an 
especially  interesting  addition  to  our  collections. 

In  April  a  crayon  portrait  —  a  remarkably  good  likeness  — 
of  Hon.  Otis  Norcross  (1811-1882),  Mayor  of  Boston  in  1867, 
a  member  of  this  Society,  was  given  to  us  by  his  former  partner 
and  our  member,  Jerome  Jones. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  the  fortieth  anniversary,  a  hand- 
some bronze  tablet,  placed  by  the  Society  on  the  front  of  the 


building  at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Kingston  streets,  mark- 
ing the  place  where  the  Great  Fire  of  1872  broke  out,  was 
unveiled  by  Courtenay  Guild,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Memorials,  in  the  presence  of  the  President,  Clerk,  several 
of  the  Directors  and  other  members  of  the  Society.  The 
tablet  was  paid  for  from  the  income  of  the  Boston  Memorial 
Association  Fund. 

On  May  loth  the  President  and  Clerk  represented  the  So- 
ciety as  guests  of  the  Old  State  House  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  at  its  Charter  meeting 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Franklin  P.  Shumway,  its  Regent,  in 
Melrose,  and  both  made  short  addresses. 

On  June  22nd  the  President  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Winthrop  Historical  and  Improvement  Society  at  the  Gib- 
bons elm  (about  to  be  cut  down)  in  Winthrop,  where  an  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Charles  Francis  Adams,  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  a  new  tree  was 
planted  by  Captain  Francis  H.  Appleton  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery. 

On  September  12th,  in  the  Mayor's  office,  your  President 
witnessed  the  opening  of  the  box  found  in  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Old  Court  House.  Miss  McCleary,  grand-daughter  of 
Samuel  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk  at  the  time  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  in  1833,  took  out  the  silver  plate,  pamphlets  and 
papers  at  the  request  of  Mayor  Fitzgerald. 

November  25th,  the  President  represented  the  Society  at 
the  dedication  of  the  bell-tower  in  Hingham,  a  memorial 
to  the  first  settlers.  At  the  services  in  the  old  church  of 
the  First  Parish,  Charles  Francis  Adams  and  Arthur  Lord, 
President  of  the  Pilgrim  Society,  made  the  principal  ad- 
dresses. 

The  Society  was  invited  to  send  delegates  to  the  Confer- 
ence of  Historical  Societies  held  on  December  30th  at  the 
building  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  in  connection 
with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Historical  Associ- 
ation held    this   year  in  Boston.      The    President   and  John 


W.  Farwell  and  Ernest  L.  Gay  attended  the  Conference,  at 
which  Worthington  C.  Ford  and  Charles  K.  Bolton  read 
papers. 

The  application  of  this  Society  in  May  for  membership  in 
the  Bay  State  Historical  League,  was  acted  upon  favorably, 
and  the  President  appointed  as  delegates  for  the  current  year 
Vice-President  Manning  and  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown,  together 
with  the  President.  Your  delegates  have  attended  two  meet- 
ings of  the  League,  —  the  annual  meeting  in  Nantucket  on 
June  15th,  and  at  Norwood  on  October  19th. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  reference  was  made  in  Mr. 
McGinley's  paper  to  the  condition  of  the  old  Guild  Hall  in 
Boston,  England,  and  the  reply  of  Mayor  Eley  of  that  town 
to  your  President's  letter  of  inquiry  was  printed  in  the  Annual 
Proceedings  for  last  year.  He  wrote  that  about  one  hundred 
pounds  was  lacking  to  complete  the  fund  for  the  purchase  and 
restoration  of  the  Guild  Hall  by  the  town  corporation,  and  the 
President  and  Clerk  undertook  to  raise  that  sum  from  our 
members  in  subscriptions  of  not  more  than  five  dollars  each. 
In  April  and  May  checks  for  ;;^ioi  4^-.  yd.  were  mailed  to 
Mayor  Eley,  and  later  a  large  framed  photograph  of  the  Old 
State  House  was  sent,  to  be  placed  in  the  Guild  Hall  in  due 
time.  The  letters  from  the  Mayor  and  the  action  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Boston,  and  an  extract  from  the  Boston  Guardian 
and  Lincolnshire  Independent  oi  August  17th,  19 12,  follow. 

Municipal  Buildings,  Boston, 
15  April   1912 
Grenville  H.  Norcross,  Esq. 

President  Bostonian  Society,  Boston  :   Mass. 

My  Dear  Sir. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  containing  dft.  value  ^50  towards  the 
purchase  and  restoration  of  the  old  Guild  Hall  in  this  place,  &  I  am 
unable  adequately  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Society  for  this  magnifi- 
cent donation. 

In  due  course  I  shall  lay  the  matter  before  my  Corporation,  when 
your  generous  gift  will  receive  the  Town's  acknowledgment. 
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I  shall  be  delighted  to  receive  the  names  of  the  Subscribers,  which 
I  will  have  suitably  framed  and  placed  in  the  old  Hall  to  remind  us,  & 
inform  those  who  come  after,  of  the  truly  fraternal  regard  of  the  cultured 
citizens  of  the  greater  Boston  for  the  old  Town  which  gave  their  City 
its  name,  and  from  which,  doubtless,  several  of  them  sprung. 

I  am  My  dear  Sir 

Yours  very  truly 

JAMES   ELEY 

Mayor 


20  May  1912 
My  Dear  Sir. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  dft.  value  of  ^51-4-7  being  a  second  donation 
from  the  Bostonian  Society  to  the  fund  for  the  preservation  of  our  old 
Guildhall  —  making  a  total  donation  of  _^ioi-4-7. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  express  adequately  my  thanks  &  I  hope  in  due 
course  to  forward  through  you  to  the  Bostonian  Society  the  Town's 
expression  of  gratitude. 

I  also  have  to  thank  you  for  the  interesting  Record  of  the  Society's 
Proceedings,  which  with  the  names  of  the  subscribers  (which  I  am  to 
receive)  will  be  preserved  in  the  restored  building. 

The  work  of  restoration  will  be  proceeded  with  at  once,  &  on  com- 
pletion, it  will  be  my  pleasure  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
in  celebration  thereof. 

Yours  very  respectfully 

JAMES    ELEY 

Mayor 


i6tii  August  1912 
My  Dear  Sir. 

I  beg  your  kindly  acceptance  of  the  card  photograph  enclosed  here- 
with, also  a  photograph  of  our  Church  sent  by  same  mail.  I  have  also  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  framed  picture  of  your  Old  State  House 
&  a  list  of  the  generous  subscribers  who  honoured  me  &  this  Town  by 
their  munificence. 

When  the  work  of  restoration  is  completed,  I  intend  to  present  both 
these  tokens  to  the  Corporation,  and  they  will  be  suitably  inscribed  & 
find  a  permanent  place  on  the  walls  of  the  old  Guildhall. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  thanks  of  this  Corporation 
were  accorded  with  acclamation  to  the  Bostonian  Society  through  you 
Sir,  its  President,  &  in  due  course  will  be  despatched  to  you  by  the 
Town  Clerk. 

May  I  again  add  my  personal  expression  of  gratitude,  with  the  as- 
surance that  no  incident  during  my  Mayoralty  has  caused  more  pleasure 
to  those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  scheme  &  to  myself  in  par- 
ticular. 

With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 
Your  obedt  Servant 

JAMES   ELEY 

Mayor 


TOWN    CLERK 

M.  STANILAND. 


cAAun^uclkaLJOAAM(Mmqd. 


1 6th  August,  1 9 12. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  append  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Boston  held  on  the  14th  instant.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  Fund  now  amounts  to  rather  more  than  ^650  and  that  the  work  of 
restoration  has  been  put  in  hand. 

I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  lay  this  letter  before  the  next 
meeting  of  your  Society. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  STANILAND. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  of  Boston,  England,  desire  to 
place  on  record  their  sincere  appreciation  of  the  generosity  and  sympathy 
displayed  by  the  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  of  Boston,  America, 
in  the  handsome  contributions  they  have  made  towards  the  fund  re- 
cently raised  by  public  subscription  for  repairing  and  preserving  the 
Guildhall  in  Boston,  England,  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to 
forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  Bostonian 
Society." 
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\_Frotn  The  Boston  Guardian  and  Lincolnshire  Independent^^ 
THE    RESTORATION    OF    THE    GUILDHALL,  BOSTON. 

THE    AMERICAN    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

The  work  of  restoring  the  Guildhall,  Boston,  which  has  been 
entrusted  to  Messrs.  Sherwin  &  Son,  will,  we  understand,  be  com- 
menced next  week,  and  will  occupy  about  three  months. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Boston  Town  Council  on  Wednesday  night, 
the  Mayor  (Aid.  James  Eley)  referred  in  terms  of  appreciation  to  the 
Restoration  Fund  from  Boston  in  America,  and,  on  his  proposition, 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Bostonian 
Society. 

The  Mayor  said  :  Before  we  proceed  to  business  on  the  agenda 
paper,  I  desire  to  ask  your  permission  to  propose  a  resolution  with 
regard  to  the  donations  that  have  been  sent  to  me  from  the  Bosto- 
nian Society  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  I  do  not  think  you  would 
care  for  the  matter  to  pass  over  almost  in  silence,  and  I  believe 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  we,  as  a  Corporation,  should  send  a 
message  expressing  our  grateful  thanks  for  their  kind  considera- 
tion. It  is  not  likely  that  all  the  people  of  Boston  should  agree  as 
to  the  necessity  or  desirability  of  restoring  the  Guildhall,  but  some 
of  us  have  a  very  strong  feeling  that  we  should  preserve  an  an- 
cient monument  even  at  some  sacrifice  in  a  matter  which  carries 
us  back  to  olden  days.  Our  desire  to  preserve  this  old  building 
has  been  most  generously  responded  to  by  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, and  especially  by  the  people  of  Boston,  in  America,  who,  I 
believe,  in  many  cases  can  claim  kinship  to  many  ancestors  who 
lived  in  this  neighbourhood  in  by-gone  days.  We  have  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  a  body  of  the  members  of  the  Bostonian 
Society,  which  meets  in  the  Old  State  House,  have  thought  well 
to  send  me  ^loi  odd,  and  that  without  any  particular  asking  or 
request  on  my  part.  I  have  scanned  the  names  with  interest,  and 
having  recently  read  Mrs.  Burton  Harrison's  "  Recollections,  Grave 
and  Gay,"  I  believe  I  can  trace  some  families  who  in  by-gone 
days  could  claim  a  connection   with  this  old  county.    The  hand- 
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some  donation,  coming  from  perhaps  the  most  cultured  community 
in  America,  enhances  the  interest  we  all  take  in  the  generosity  of 
the  gift,  and  I  ask  you  to  allow  the  Town  Clerk  to  draft  a  reso- 
lution expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  to  the  President 
and  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  for  their  consideration  and 
generosity. 

Coun.  T.  KiTWOOD  :  I  suppose  it  is  customary  on  an  occasion 
of  this  kind,  when  a  resolution  is  moved  from  the  chair,  that  some- 
one who  is  a  member  of  an  authority  like  this,  should  be  called 
upon  to  second  it,  and  I  do  so  with  very  much  pleasure,  because, 
like  yourself,  sir,  I  have  been  the  recipient  not  only  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Bostonian  Society,  but  during  the  time  I  was  Mayor  I  had 
the  good  wishes  of  the  members  of  that  Society.  It  is  always 
desirable  that  we  should  encourage  and  cultivate  the  kindliest  feel- 
ings with  our  friends  and  kinsmen  across  the  water.  It  is  difficult 
for  us  to  appreciate  the  strong  feelings  of  veneration  and  regard 
which  Americans  and  the  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  in 
particular  possess  for  the  Mother  Country  and  this  town  especially. 


Dear  Sir,  9*  January,  1913. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  26th  Deer,  last,  and  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  replying  thereto.  The  building  will  not  be  completed,  I 
think,  before  the  latter  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  work  is  being  reverently  and  faithfully 
done  according  to  the  specification  of  the  architect  to  the  British  Society 
for  the  Preservation  of  ancient  and  historic  Buildings,  and  we  have  had 
the  valuable  advice  and  assistance  of  that  gentleman,  who  is  at  present 
superintending  the  restoration  of  Tattershall  Castle,  twelve  miles  north 
of  this  place. 

I  shall  have  pleasure  in  informing  you  (as  soon  as  I  am  able),  when 
the  formal  opening,  after  restoration,  will  take  place,  but  as  my  two  years 
mayoral  term  expired  on  Nov.  ist  last,  I  am  not  at  present  quite  able  to 
say  what  proceedings  my  successor  may  deem  suitable,  but  the  duty  of 
seeing  the  work  satisfactorily  done  rests  with  me. 

With  profound  respect  and  gratitude, 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

James  Elev. 


19 

Outside  of  our  own  Society,  a  notable  work  of  preservation 
of  a  Boston  antiquity  deserves  mention,  —  the  restoration  and 
renovation,  during  the  year,  of  Christ  Church  on  Salem  street, 
which  has  been  completed  in  the  most  thorough  and  satisfac- 
tory manner. 

The  finances  of  the  Society  are  in  good  condition,  and  our 
Permanent  Fund  amounts  to  over  ^53,000;  but  an  increased 
income  would  enable  the  Society  to  do  more  in  the  way  of 
purchasing  books,  maps,  prints  and  relics  of  early  Boston,  and 
publishing  papers  and  rare  documents,  for  which  now  it  has 
not  the  money ;  and  in  closing  this  Report  the  Directors  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  desirabihty  of  additions  to  the  funds 
by  gift  and  bequest.  The  Society  is  doing  a  good  work  and 
looks  confidently  to  the  community  for  support. 

For  the  Directors, 

Grenville  H.  Norcross, 

Preside7it. 


REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE   ON   THE   ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  reports  as  follows  for  the 
year  1 9 1 2  :  — 

During  the  past  tv^^elve  months  many  interesting  relics  of 
Boston  have  been  placed  in  the  Collections  of  the  Society,  and 
the  following  are  deemed  worthy  of  mention  in  this  report. 

The  Society  has  received  by  a  bequest  in  the  will  of  the 
late  Miss  C.  Alice  Baker,  through  Gardiner  M.  Lane  and  Miss 
Emma  L.  Coleman,  executors,  four  oil  paintings  and  five 
crayon  drawings  of  houses  which  formerly  stood  at  the  North 
End.  They  form  a  welcome  addition  to  the  Collections,  for 
they  show  ancient  houses  which  have  all  disappeared  in  the 
march  of  progress.     Miss  Baker  was  a  pupil  of  William  M. 
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Hunt,  the  distinguished  artist ;  the  pictures  now  form  a  group 
in  Whitmore  Hall  on  the  entrance  floor. 

Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  ever  an  interested  member,  has  given 
to  the  Society  fifty  photographs  of  houses  and  streets  of 
Boston.  It  is  well  that  these  photographs  have  come  into 
the  possession  of  the  Society,  for  the  scenes  which  they  por- 
tray, in  most  cases,  have  undergone  complete  change. 

Another  valuable  relic,  and  one  which  is  directly  connected 
with  the  building  in  which  we  are  assembled,  is  a  broadside 
announcing  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Still- 
man,  D.  D.,  in  the  Council  Chamber  in  1807.  This  comes 
from  Col.  A.  S.  Hubbard  of  San  Francisco,  who,  while  living 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  returns  this  document  to  the  place  from 
which  it  was  issued  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  Col. 
Hubbard,  who  visited  our  rooms  this  year,  is  known  to  fame 
as  the  founder  of  the  Society  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Three  interesting  portraits  have  been  added  to  the  Col- 
lections ;  one  is  a  crayon  portrait  of  Hon.  Otis  Norcross,  a 
sterling  Boston  merchant.  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1867,  and 
father  of  the  President  of  this  Society.  It  is  the  gift  of 
Jerome  Jones,  a  member,  now  a  leading  merchant  of  Boston. 
Mr.  Jones  was  formerly  a  business  associate  of  Otis  Norcross, 
and  by  the  gift  of  this  portrait  expresses  his  sincere  admiration 
of  the  man.  Another  is  a  steel  portrait  of  Gov.  John  Win- 
throp,  from  Frederick  Winthrop,  a  member.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  see  in  the  Council  Chamber  the  face  of  the  Founder  of 
Boston,  whose  eventful  career  has  been  so  lately  related  to  us 
by  our  member,  Edwin  D.  Mead.  The  third  portrait  is  one  of 
William  Barnicoat,  a  gift  from  his  devoted  granddaughter,  Miss 
Lucy  Barnicoat.  Chief  Barnicoat  was  the  leader  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  at  a  period  when  it  was  picturesque  as  well 
as  efficient,  and  this  portrait  is  a  notable  addition  to  the  col- 
lections. 

Other  additions,  which,  appropriately,  may  be  mentioned, 
are  an  oil  painting  by  George  L.  Brown,  showing  a  view  of 
Boston  from  a  headland  or  island  in  the  harbor.    It  is  in  honor 
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of  William  T.  R.  Marvin,  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Louis  A.  Ruyl,  a  well  known  artist  of  this  city,  has  given  to 
the  Society  a  pencil  drawing  of  the  Old  State  House,  which 
has  been  reproduced  in  a  Boston  newspaper  as  one  of  Mr. 
Ruyl's  series  of  drawings  of  ancient  and  modern  Boston. 
Miss  L.  W.  Clark  has  made  a  gift  to  the  Society  of  a  brass 
caliper  for  measuring  cannons  and  cannon  balls.  It  was 
formerly  owned  by  the  patriot,  Paul  Revere,  and  bears  the 
name  Revere  in  Roman  capital  letters. 

The  detailed  description  of  new  relics  added  to  the  Col- 
lections could  be  continued  at  length,  but  time  and  space 
forbid.  But  in  this  manner  the  Old  State  House  Collections 
increase  yearly  and  justify  the  existence  of  our  Society.  We 
know  that  its  prosperity  will  continue  and  that  it  will  receive 
the  co-operation  of  lovers  of  ancient  Boston. 

During  the  past  year  the  Society,  through  the  Committee 
on  the  Rooms,  has  realized  the  sum  of  $227.39  from  the  sale 
of  prints,  and  has  expended  $1,026.70.  Of  this  latter  amount, 
the  sum  of  $542.90  has  been  for  the  care  and  lighting  of  the 
Old  State  House,  and  the  balance,  $482.20,  for  the  purchase 
of  souvenirs,  for  the  printing  of  illustrations  from  the  Society's 
Publications,  and  for  miscellaneous  expenses. 

For  the  Committee, 

Francis  H.  Manning,  Joseph  G.  Minot, 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,         Henry  W.  Cunningham, 

COURTENAY    GuiLD,  ThE    PRESIDENT    AND    THE 

Clerk,  ex-officiis. 


Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 


December  Jl,  igi2. 
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ADDITIONS    BY    GIFT    AND    LOAN 
TO    THE    SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,    1912. 


DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Austin,  Miss  Hannah 
E. 

Baker,  Miss  C.  Alice, 
Estate  of 


Barnicoat,  Miss  Lucy 
Capelle,  William  C. 

Clarke,  Miss  L.  W. 
Crandon,  Edwin  S. 

Curtis,  Louisa 


Dexter,  George  B. 
Estabrook,  Arthur  F. 
Everett,  Mrs.  Edward 


Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Austin,  Photographs  of 
Portraits. 

Four  Oil  Paintings  and  five  Crayon  Drawings  by 
Miss  Susan  M.  Lane  of  houses  in  the  North 
End  not  now  standing. 

William  Barnicoat,  1788-1867  Chief  Engineer, 
Boston  Fire  Department,  1 836-1 854,  Portrait. 
Three  Photographs  of  Boston  Firemen's  lot, 
Forest  Hills. 

Souvenir  Album  containing  Photographs  and 
Autographs  of  His  Excellency  Roger  Wolcott, 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1897,  1898,  1899, 
and  members  of  the  Governor's  Staff  of  those 
years ;  compiled  by  the  donor. 

Brass  Caliper  for  measuring  cannons  and  cannon 
balls,  once  owned  by  Paul  Revere. 

Blue  Print  showing  the  Colonial,  Provincial  and 
State  Seals  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Coats-of- 
Arms  of  various  Colonial  and  Royal  Governors. 

Thomas  B.  Curtis,  1 795-1 871,  midshipman.  War 
of  1 812,  Boston  merchant  and  banker,  Boston 
Water  Commissioner,  life-size  lithograph  of  a 
portrait  by  Ames. 

Two  ancient  Pewter  Mugs.     (Loans.) 

Fifty  Photographs  of  old  houses  in  Boston. 

Invitation,  dated  February  20,  18(5,  "to  the 
Solemn  Services  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  to  be  performed  at  the  Stone 
Chapel  on  the  22""^  inst.  in  celebration  of  Peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain." 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Homer,  Mrs.  Horace 
H. 

Hubbard,  Adolphus  S. 


Jenks,  Misses  Mary  F. 
and  Caroline  E. 

Jones,  Jerome 
Lane,  John  Ballard 

Manning,  Francis  H. 


Marsh,  Frank  H. 
Marvin,  Wm.  T.  R. 


Mathews,  Miss  Althea 
M. 

Norcross,     Grenville 
H. 


Norcross,  Mrs.  Otis 
Prescott,  Walter  C. 


City  Medal  for  females  awarded  in  Boston  in  1 832 
to  A.  Wakefield. 

Broadside  of  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Stillman,  D.  D,,  in  the  Old  State  House, 
1807. 

Collection  of  stereoscopic  views  of  the  ruins  after 
the  Boston  Fire  of  1872. 

Crayon  Portrait  of  Otis  Norcross,  1811-1882, 
Mayor  of  Boston,  1 867. 

Mortgage  Deed,  dated  September  3,  1803,  of 
land  and  buildings  on  State  Street,  now  in  part 
the  site  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  Building. 

Cannon-ball  found  at  Bunker  Hill.  Photograph 
of  Amory-Ticknor  House,  Beacon  and  Park 
Streets.  Photograph  of  New  South  Church, 
Church  Green.  Steel  Engraving  of  Salmon's 
painting  of  the  Old  State  House  Fire,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1832. 

Steeple  finial  from  Christ  Church,  Boston. 

View  of  Boston  from  an  island  in  the  Harbor  — 
oil  painting  by  George  L.  Brown. 

Cane  made  of  wood  from  Commodore  Perry's 
flagship  "  Lawrence,"  War  of  18 12. 

Grapeshot  fired  in  the  Cooper  Street  Riot,  July 
14,  1863.  A  sliver  from  the  door  of  the  Suffolk 
County  Court  House  made  in  the  Anthony  Burns 
Riot,  May  26,  1854.  Medal  worn  by  Otis  Nor- 
cross at  the  Lafayette  Celebration  in  1824, 
when  a  pupil  in  the  English  High  School  (a 
Loan).  Special  Police  Badge  of  Henry  W. 
Haynes  when  a  member  of  the  Boston  Com- 
mon Council,  1858.  Ticket  of  Jenny  Lind's 
Concert,  1850.  Commissions  signed  by  William 
B.Washburn,  George  D.  Robinson,  William  E. 
Russell,  John  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Frederick  T. 
Greenhalge  and  Roger  Wolcott,  Governors  of 
Massachusetts. 

Revolving  Stereoscope. 

Pitcher  used  many  years  ago  on  a  Cunard  steam- 
ship.    (A  Loan.) 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Ruyl,  Louis  A. 


Seavey,  Fred  H.,  Es- 
tate of 


Taylor,    Charles    H., 
Jr. 


Ward,  Mrs.  Francis  J. 

Wing,    Mrs.    Clifton 
E. 

Winthrop,  Frederic 


Pencil  Drawing  of  the  Old  State  House  by  the 
donor. 

Wood-cut  view  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail,  the 
Medical  College,  and  the  McLean  Hospital, 
from  "  Gleason's  Pictorial,"  January  29,  1853. 

Membership  Certificate  of  the  Boston  Fire  De- 
partment of  Joseph  N.  Wheeler,  signed  by 
Mayor  Charles  Wells,  February  15,  1S33.  Lith- 
ograph view  of  the  Beach  Street  Presbyterian 
Church.  City  Medal  for  females,  awarded  in 
1822  to  Esther  C.  Richards.  Photograph  of 
Col.  Horace  N.  Fisher's  Topographical  Map 
of  Boston,  March  17,  1776.  Oil  Painting  of 
hand  engine  Franklin  7  of  Charlestown  ;  roster 
of  the  same  company,  not  dated. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  relics. 

Photograph  of  the  Hallowell  House,  Jamaica 
Plain,  erected  about  1739,  ^^^^^  standing. 

John  Winthrop,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1588- 
1649  '  etched  portrait  signed  by  Jacques  Reich. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  year  1 9 1 2  :  — 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  moderate  growth  of  the 
Library  of  the  Society.  Periodicals  of  various  historical  soci- 
eties have  been  received,  and  these  and  the  gifts  and  purchases 
of  books  of  a  miscellaneous  character  make  an  increase  during 
the  year  of  eighty-six  volumes  and  fifty-eight  pamphlets. 
During  the  last  twelve  months  the  Committee  has  expended 
the  sum  of  ^92.21  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  binding  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library. 
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The  Committee  would  especially  mention  the  following  books 
which  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year. 
"  The  Romantic  Story  of  the  Puritan  Fathers  and  their  Found- 
ing of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,"  by  Albert  Christopher 
Addison,  and  the  "  Red  Book  "  of  Boston,  England,  from 
James  Eley,  Mayor  of  that  Borough.  These  books  give  us 
much  interesting  information  regarding  ancient  Boston  in  Lin- 
colnshire, from  which  our  city  derives  its  name. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  has  given  the  "Vital  Records,"  to  1850,  of 
Andover,  Haverhill,  Ipswich  and  Newbury,  all  of  which  were 
among  the  towns  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  ;  and  the 
"Memorial  History  of  the  17th  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  1861- 
T865." 

Other  notable  books  are  the  attractive  History  of  Need- 
ham,  Mass.,  by  our  member,  George  Kuhn  Clarke ;  "  John 
Hancock,  the  Picturesque  Patriot,"  by  Lorenzo  Sears  ;  "  Colon- 
ial Currency  Reprints,"  a  publication  of  the  Prince  Society ; 
a  reprint  of  the  Bay  Psalm  Book,  from  the  New  England 
Society  in  the  City  of  New  York ;  and  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  and  the  Colonial  Society 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  have  sent  us  the 
volume  entitled,  "The  Boston  Public  Library,  a  History."  It 
portrays  the  great  service  of  this  famous  Boston  institution 
which  occupies  a  place  among  the  principal  libraries  of  the 
world. 

The  Committee  is  gratified  to  announce  to  the  Society  that 
the  first  payments  for  the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Library 
Fund  have  been  made  during  the  year ;  it  now  amounts  to 
$81.12,  and  is  deposited  in  the  Franklin  Savings  Bank  in  this 
city.  James  Lyman  Whitney,  born  in  Northampton,  Mass., 
November  28,  1835,  died  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  September 
25,  19 10,  was  connected  with  the  Boston  Public  Library 
for  almost  forty-one  years,  and  was  its  Librarian  from  1899 
to  1903. 
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This  Society  remembers  his  constant  and  faithful  service  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1885,  and  as  its  Chairman  from  1887  until  his  death 
in  19 10.  In  his  quiet  and  resourceful  manner  he  contributed 
greatly  to  the  progress  of  the  Library,  and  as  a  benefactor  of 
the  Society  his  name  will  be  held  in  remembrance. 

By  his  will,  Mr.  Whitney  bequeathed  money  to  various 
libraries  in  which  he  was  interested,  to  establish  funds,  and 
the  library  of  the  Society  benefits  by  the  following  clause  of 
his  will :  — 

1 2th  clause.  "  One-tenth  of  said  remaining  income  of  the 
principal  fund  I  direct  to  be  divided  among  the  following 
beneficiaries  in  the  following  shares  (here  follow  the  names 
of  several  libraries) ;  four-tenths  of  said  one-tenth  to  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society,  now  established  at  the  Old  State  House  in 
Boston,  to  form  a  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund,  the  income 
only  to  be  expended  for  the  uses  of  the  library  of  said 
Society." 

1 3th  clause.  "  Upon  the  death  of  the  last  survivor  of  my 
brothers  and  of  my  sisters  and  of  my  nephews  and  nieces 
who  may  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  death,  I  direct  that  all 
the  trust  property  then  held  by  my  said  trustee  shall  be  finally 
distributed  and  paid  as  follows  (here  follow  the  names  of 
various  beneficiaries) :  one-tenth  shall  be  paid  in  equal  portions 
to  the  following  societies  and  corporations  (here  follow  the 
names  of  several  libraries) :  the  Bostonian  Society  now  at  the 
Old  State  House  in  Boston." 

For  the  Committee, 

Francis  H,  Brown,  James  A.  Noyes, 

Walter  K.  Watkins,  Edward  P.  Merritt, 

William  G.  Shillaber,  The  Clerk. 

Charles  F.  Read,  Clerk. 
December  JI,  1^12. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  SOCIETY'S   LIBRARY,   1912. 


Donors. 

Vol- 
umes. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

American  Historical  Association  .... 

I 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  . 

I 

Bixbee,  Mrs.  Louise  C.         .         . 

4 

Boston  Cemetery  Department       .         .         .         , 

I 

Boston,  City  of    . 

I 

Boston  Public  Library 

I 

5 

Boston  Transit  Commission          .... 

I 

Bowditch,  Charles  P. 

3 

Briggs,  L.  Vernon        .         .         .         .         . 

I 

Brown,  Francis  H 

I 

Chicago  Historical  Society  ..... 

I 

Clarke,  George  Kuhn 

I 

Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts 

I 

Crapo,  Henry  Howland 

2 

Eley,  James,  Mayor  of  Boston,  England 

2 

Essex  Institute 

4 

Farwell,  John  W. 

I 

Fitzgerald,  Hon.  John  F.,  Mayor  of  Boston  . 

2 

Garrison,  Francis  J 

I 

Harvard  Musical  Association        .... 

I 

Humane  Society  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts         

I 

Hyde  Park  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 

I 

Illinois  Historical  Society    ..... 

I 

4 

Kansas  Historical  Society 

I 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Frederick      ..... 

I 

Kimball,  Herbert  W 

I 

Lawrence,  Robert  M, 

I 

Lexington  (Mass.)  Historical  Society  . 

I 

Carried  forward        ..... 

27 

21 

28 


Donors. 

Vol- 
umes. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Brought  forward 

Library  of  Congress 

Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library        .... 

Manning,  Francis  H.  . 

Marvin,  William  T.  R 

27 

I 

16 

21 

I 
I 

Massachusetts  Charitable  P'ire  Society 
Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Public  Records   . 

I 
I 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State 
Medford  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 

National  Society,  S.  A.  R 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 
New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York     . 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society      .... 
Nichols,  Arthur  H 

3 

7 

I 

I 

4 

2 

5 
I 
I 
I 

Norcross,  Grenville  H 

3 

Pierce,  S.  S.  Co 

I 

Pocumtock  Valley  Memorial  Association 
Providence  (R.  I.)  PubHc  Library 

Purchased 

Second  National  Bank          ..... 

I 
9 

I 
I 

Smithsonian  Institution 

I 

Society   for   the    Preservation    of   New    England 

Antiquities 

Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts 

State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  .... 
State  Historical  Society  of  Missouri 

Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr 

Veteran  Association,  Ind.  Corps  of  Cadets  . 

I 

I 

4 
4 

I 

4 

Whitcomb,  Miss  Caroline  E 

Whitmore,  Miss  Charlotte  R 

I 
15 

Whittier,  Charles  C 

I 

Total 

86 

58 
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COMMITTEE   ON    MEMORIALS. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  is  pleased  to  report  that  on 
November  9,  19 12,  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  Great 
Boston  Fire,  the  Society  unveiled  a  bronze  commemorative 
tablet  on  the  building  at  the  easterly  corner  of  Summer  and 
Kingston  Streets.     It  is  inscribed  :  — 

The 

Great  Boston  Fire 

Began    Here 

November  g,  1872 

The  Bostonian  Society 

Placed  This  Tablet 

November  9,  iyi2 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  J.  Murray  Howe,  owner  of  the 
building,  for  permission  to  place  the  tablet.  The  ceremony, 
which  was  informal,  was  witnessed  by  officers  of  the  Society, 
by  several  firemen  who  were  engaged  in  service  at  the  great 
fire,  and  by  a  large  gathering  of  spectators.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  unveiled  the  tablet. 

The  tablet  was  designed  by  George  P.  Tilt  on  of  Newbury- 
port,  Mass.,  and  cast  by  the  firm  of  Albert  Russell  &  Sons 
Company  of  the  same  city. 

For  the  Committee, 

Courtenay  Guild,  Harold  Murdock, 

Francis  H.  Appleton,         The  Clerk. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
December  J/,  igi2. 
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COMMITTEE   ON    PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reports  as  follows  :  — 

During  the  year  just  closed,  Volume  IX  of  the  Bostonian 
Society  Publications  has  been  issued,  and  the  Committee  feel 
that  it  thereby  places  in  durable  form  several  valuable  Boston 
historical  papers  and  documents. 

The  first  paper  is  a  reprint  of  the  so-called  "  Taking-Books 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,  1780,"  These  pamphlets,  one  for 
each  ward,  which  were  prepared  by  the  Assessors  of  Boston 
for  that  year,  give  a  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
in  eight  wards,  their  occupations.  It  is  therefore  practically 
a  directory  of  the  town,  and  antedates  the  first  of  the  series 
of  Boston  directories  by  nine  years.  In  this  connection,  it 
is  interesting  to  state  that  the  Society  possesses  a  full  set  of 
Boston  directories  from  1789  to  the  present  year,  and  that 
these  are  constantly  consulted  by  visitors  to  the  Library 
who  are  seeking  the  residences  of  citizens  of  Boston  for  the 
past  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  years. 

The  second  paper  is  entitled  "  The  Narrative  of  Gen.  Gage's 
Spies,"  by  our  fellow-member,  Jerome  Carter  Hosmer,  now 
President  of  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society.  He  has  given 
us  an  interesting  account  of  an  episode  at  the  opening  of  the 
Revolution  which  is  well  worth  preserving  in  durable  form. 
The  paper  is  illustrated  by  a  portrait  of  General  Thomas  Gage. 

The  third  paper  is  entitled  "  Madam  Sarah  Knight,  her 
Diary  and  her  Times,  1666-1726,"  by  the  Rev.  Anson  Titus. 
Mr.  Titus  has  related  in  this  paper  an  adventurous  journey 
which  Madam  Knight  made  from  Boston  to  New  York,  and 
return,  in  1704- 1705.  It  shows  clearly  the  condition  of  the 
times,  and  will  aid  in  preserving  the  fame  of  this  notable  Bos- 
ton gentlewoman,  who,  in  addition  to  being  a  diarist,  was  a 
teacher  and  woman  of  affairs  in  the  busy  town  before  her 
removal  to  Connecticut. 
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Last  comes  the  "  Subscription  List  for  a  Map  of  the  Four 
New  England  States  in  1785."  A  careful  research  informs  us 
that  a  copy  of  the  map  —  the  only  one  discovered  —  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  in  Worcester, 
and  even  this  one  lacks  a  title.  The  list  embraces  in  autograph 
the  names  of  men  famous  in  the  early  annals  of  our  nation, 
such  as  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
and  Generals  Knox,  Lincoln,  Brooks  and  Lafayette. 

Such  a  book  as  is  thus  described  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
history  of  Boston.  The  frontispiece  of  the  volume  is  a  re- 
production in  color  of  "Price's  Map  of  Boston,  1769." 

The  Committee  has  selected  as  a  frontispiece  for  the  Annual 
Proceedings  for  19 13,  a  view  in  colors  of  the  far-famed  Christ 
Church  in  this  city,  in  commemoration  of  its  recent  restoration 
to  its  condition  when  erected  in  1723.  It  now  enters  again 
upon  a  prosperons  career  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Bishop 
Lawrence,  who  is  ably  supported  by  people  of  Boston  who 
believe  in  the  preservation  of  its  antiquities. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  W.  Farwell,  Albert  Matthews, 

FiTz  Henry  Smith,  Jr.,  Ernest  L.  Gay, 

The  Clerk. 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  SI,  igi2.  Clerk. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reports  as  follows  :  — 

The  Permanent  Fund  of  the  Society,  which  at  the  close  of 
the  year  191 1  amounted  to  $52,152.84,  has  been  increased 
during  the  past  year  by  the  sum  of  $1,189.49,  which  is  the 
accumulation  of  unexpended  income,  life  membership  fees  and 
the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund.  This  increase  makes  the 
amount  of  the  Permanent  Fund  at  present  $53,342.33>  of 
which  $52,000  is  invested  in  bonds. 

The  Committee  welcomes  the  beginning  of  payments  towards 
the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Library  Fund,  which  is  described 
in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Grenville  H.  Norcross,  Francis  H.  Manning, 

courtenay  guild. 


Committee  on  Finance, 


December  31 ,  igi2. 


SPECIAL   FUNDS. 

The  Invested  Funds  of   the  Society  include 
Special  P\inds  :  — 

Boston  Memorial  Association  Fund 
Robert  Charles  Billings  Memorial  Fund  . 
Edward  Ingersoll  Browne  Memorial  Fund 
George  Oliver  Carpenter  Memorial  Fund 
Benjamin  Hill  Dewing  Memorial  Fund  . 
Curtis  Guild  Memorial  Fund  . 
James  Frothingham  Hunnewell  Memorial  Fund 
Otis  Norcross  Centennial  Memorial  Fund 
Catherine  Page  Perkins  Memorial  Fund 
Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer  Memorial  Fund  . 
Joseph  Henry  Stickney  Memorial  Fund  . 
William  Blake  Trask  Memorial  Fund 
Robert  Charles  Winthrop,  Jr.,  Memorial  Fund 
James  Lyman  Whitney  Library  Fund 


the   following 


3,000  00 

1,000  GO 

1,000  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

J, 000  00 

4,000  00 

4,610  87 

1,000  00 

500  00 

3,000  00 

81  12 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  which  was  appointed  to  nominate  Officers 
of  the  Bostonian  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  begs  to  report 
that  it  has  attended  to  its  duty  and  proposes  the  following 
candidates  :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Charles  F,  Read. 


Joshua  P.  L.  Bodfish, 
William  T.  R.  Marvin, 
Francis  H.  Manning, 
Charles    H.  Taylor,  Jr., 


For  Directors^ 

John  W.  Farwell, 
Grenville  H.  Norcross, 

COURTENAY    GuiLD, 

Francis  H.  Brown, 


Joseph  Grafton  Minot. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

FiTZ  Henry   Smith,  Jr. 
William  Rotch, 
Edwin  A.  Wyeth, 
Archibald  M.  Howe, 
James  M.  Hunnewell, 


Nominating 
Committee. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  the  Society 
then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  result,  as  reported  by  the  tellers  —  Messrs.  Nathaniel  W. 
Ladd  and  Albert  R.  Whittier  — •  showed  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  gentlemen  named  on  the  ballot,  as  nominated. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  President's  report,  together  with  the 
reports  of  the  several  Committees  as  submitted  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  and  the  Treasurer's  Report,  with  the  Membership 
Rolls,  etc.,  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

On  motion  the  Society  then  adjourned. 

Charles  F.   Read,   Clerk. 
Jamtary  I/J.,  K^IJ. 
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PRESENTATION    OF    THE    PORTRAIT    OF 
MRS.  JULIA   WARD    HOWE. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  on  October  15  th,  was 
called  to  order  at  3  P.  M.  by  President  Norcross,  who  said : 

Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society :  — 

The  special  business  of  this  meeting  is  to  receive  the  por- 
trait of  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  which  is  to  be  given  to  us  by 
the  Memorial  Portrait  Committee.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  the  honorary  chairman  of  the  committee,  but  he  has  sent 
word  that  he  is  not  able  to  attend  the  meeting.  I  will  there- 
fore call  upon  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  W.  Wendte,  who  was  the  one 
most  active  in  collecting  funds  and  procuring  the  portrait.  He 
will  make  a  report  as  secretary  and  present  the  portrait. 

ADDRESS   BY   REV.   CHARLES  W.   WENDTE,  D.  D. 

Mr.  President,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  — 

The  undertaking  which  is  consummated  to-day,  to  place  a 
memorial  portrait  of  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe  in  a  public  edifice 
of  Boston,  in  recognition  of  her  eminent  and  patriotic  services 
to  the  city,  state  and  nation,  had  its  inception  some  three  years 
ago  and  during  the  life-time  of  Mrs.  Howe,  in  the  admiring 
affection  of  a  group  of  her  friends  and  her  fellow- workers  in 
great  causes  of  human  advancement,  although  she  herself  was 
entirely  unaware  of  their  purpose. 

The  then  Mayor  of  Boston,  Hon.  George  A.  Hibbard,  being 
approached  on  the  subject,  expressed  his  sympathy  with  it, 
promised  to  aid  in  every  way  in  his  power,  and  advised  consul- 
tation with  the  Art  Commission  of  the  city,  which  advice  was 
followed.  Before  any  decisive  steps  could  be  taken  Mrs.  Howe 
passed  away  from  earth.     A   change  also  took  place  in  the 
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mayoralty.  The  purpose  of  those  interested  in  this  commemo- 
rative undertaking  was,  however,  only  deepened.  The  new 
Mayor,  Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  became  a  strong  friend  in  its 
behalf,  and  consented  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  Memorial 
Committee.  A  number  of  persons,  both  men  and  women, 
prominent  in  the  higher  life  of  the  community,  and  friends  and 
admirers  of  the  author  of  the  "  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic," 
lent  their  support.  A  circular  asking  the  people  of  Boston  for 
the  necessary  funds  was  issued,  and  the  Committee  is  happy 
to  state  that  sufficient  contributions  have  been  made  to  meet 
the  obligations  they  have  incurred.  The  treasurer,  Mr.  Edward 
A.  Church,  to  whom  we  feel  ourselves  much  indebted  for  his 
faithful  services,  has  reported  somewhat  in  detail  on  this  matter. 
The  contributions  have  been  both  large  and  small,  representing 
a  large  and  varied  constituency,  as  was  to  be  expected  in  recog- 
nition of  one  whose  personal  interests  and  services  were  so  cos- 
mopolitan and  widely  bestowed.  Special  attention  should  how- 
ever be  drawn  to  the  contributions  of  the  Pan-Hellenic  Soci- 
ety, Cercolo  Italiana,  and  the  New  England  Women's  Club, 
made  up  of  many  modest  gifts,  and  representing  causes  especi- 
ally dear  to  the  heart  of  our  illustrious  friend. 

To  Miss  Margaret  Anglin  the  success  of  our  financial  ap- 
peal is  in  no  small  degree  owing,  and  it  is  deemed  by  the  Com- 
mittee an  especially  happy  feature  that  her  histrionic  endeavors 
in  this  cause  should  have  been  associated  with  the  artistic  rendi- 
tion of  a  classical  play  written  by  Mrs.  Howe  in  her  younger 
days. 

The  choice  of  an  artist  to  paint  the  portrait  was  in  this 
case  made  easy  and  appropriate  by  the  selection  of  Mr.  John 
Elliott,  a  son-in-law  of  Mrs.  Howe,  and  an  artist  of  celebrity 
both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  He  has  put  heart  as  well  as 
conscience  and  skill  into  his  work,  which  also,  we  may  be  sure, 
had  the  advantage  of  the  suggestions  of  the  surviving  family. 
The  Committe  has  been  fortunate  in  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  the  children  of  Mrs.  Howe,  and  it  is  an  especial 
pleasure  to  welcome  them  here  to-day  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
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picture.  Mrs.  Howe's  son,  Prof.  Henry  M.  Howe,  now  resid- 
ing in  the  State  of  New  York,  hoped  to  be  able  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion,  but  writes  that  in  case  he  is  prevented  he  desires 
us  to  state  that :  —  "It  will  be  a  great  gratification  and  source 
of  pride  to  her  children  and  grandchildren  that  her  portrait  is 
to  be  preserved  in  these  dignified  and  worthy  surroundings,  and 
that  it  is  the  handiwork  of  one  so  near  and  dear  to  her  and  to 
us  "  ;  and  he  adds,  "  We  are  most  sensible  of  the  goodness  of 
the  Committee  in  charging  themselves  with  this  chivalrous 
work,  and  on  her  account  and  for  ourselves  we  thank  them 
from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts." 

It  was  at  first  desired  that  the  portrait  find  a  place  on 
the  walls  of  Faneuil  Hall,  but  the  Art  Commission  of  the 
City  of  Boston  having  reported  that  there  was  no  room  for 
further  portraits  in  that  venerable  structure,  we  gladly  and 
gratefully  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Bostonian  Society 
to  place  it  in  this  historic  edifice,  dear  to  the  heart  of  every 
patriotic  citizen,  and  an  increasing  place  of  pilgrimage  to  the 
lovers  of  liberty  throughout  the  Union  and  the  world  —  the 
Old  State  House — now  in  their  devoted  custodianship.  Here 
in  the  old  Council  Chamber,  the  scene  of  so  many  inspiring 
events  in  the  history  of  American  Independence,  in  the  com- 
pany of  other  eminent  men  and  women,  like  herself  devoted  to 
the  ideals  of  freedom,  justice  and  a  world-embracing  sympathy, 
we  will  leave  this  reproduction  of  her  beloved  features,  in  the 
hope  that  future  generations  may  gain  from  it  some  impression 
and  reminder  of  the  intellectual  gifts,  the  nobility  of  character, 
the  unselfishness  of  public  testimony  and  service,  and  rare  per- 
sonal charm  which  endeared  her  to  us  who  were  privileged  to 
know  her,  and  to  behold  in  her  the  most  distinguished  Ameri- 
can woman  of  her  time. 

And  now,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  in  the  absence  of  his 
Honor,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  whom  we  had  expected  to  make 
an  address  of  presentation,  it  becomes  my  duty  as  Secretary  of 
the  Committee  to  take  his  place  as  best  I  can,  though  from 
lack  of  preparation  and  from  the  threatened  length  of  the  ex- 
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ercises,  I  must  confine  myself  to  very  few  words.  But,  indeed, 
no  words  really  are  necessary.  The  occasion,  the  place  in 
which  we  meet,  and  the  portrait  soon  to  be  unveiled  to  you, 
will  all  speak  the  sentiment  and  purpose  of  the  hour.  It  only 
remains  for  me  to  ask  the  friends  who  are  to  succeed  me  with 
their  personal  reminiscences  and  with  their  contributions  of 
admiring  affection,  to  do  full  justice,  as  I  know  they  will,  to 
her  private  character  and  public  services,  and,  sir,  to  present 
the  Bostonian  Society,  through  you  its  honored  president,  with 
this  portrait  of  our  honored  and  beloved  friend.  We  commit 
it  gratefully  and  confidently  to  your  faithful  custody,  well 
knowing  it  is  safe  in  your  hands,  and  will  descend  to  future 
generations,  to  the  multitudes  not  only  of  our  own  continent 
but  across  the  seas,  to  whom  in  present  times  and  in  days  to 
come,  the  name  and  fame  of  Mrs.  Howe  as  the  author,  the 
the  poet,  the  reformer,  the  friend  of  humanity,  will  be  forever 
precious.  With  these  few  words,  I  fulfill  my  appointed  com- 
mission, and  ask  you  to  accept  the  picture. 

One  of  the  grandchildren  of  Mrs.  Howe  will  now  unveil  the 
picture  —  Miss  Rosalind  Richards.  I  wish  to  say  that  an 
inscription  is  to  be  placed  upon  it,  "Julia  Ward  Howe,  born 
May  27,  1 8 19,  died  Oct.  19,  19 10,  Author  of  the  Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic." 

The  portrait  was  then  unveiled  by  Miss  Rosalind  Richards, 
a  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Howe. 

The  President.  We  are  fortunate  this  afternoon  in  hav- 
ing with  us  Miss  Rosetta  Key,  who  is  to  sing  the  "Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  and  the  audience  is  requested  to  join 
in  the  chorus  to  be  led  by  Mr.  Courtenay  Guild.  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  printed  copy  of  the  "  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Repub- 
lic," with  Mrs.  Howe's  autograph  at  the  end,  which  I  brought 
down  to  give  to  the  Society  after  the  exercises,  to  keep  it 
here  with  the  portrait.  It  is  interesting  to  the  members  of 
our  Society  to  know  that  Miss  Rosetta  Key  is  a  native  of 
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Boston,  England.  The  organ,  on  which  Mr.  Wendte  is  to 
play  the  accompaniment,  is  the  organ  of  Oliver  Holden,  used 
when  he  composed  "Coronation." 

The  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic"  was  sung  by  Miss 
Rosetta  Key,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Wendte. 

Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic. 

Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord ; 
He  is  tramping  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are  stored  ; 
He  hath  loosed  the  fateful  lightning  of  His  terrible  swift  sword : 
His  truth  is  marching  on. 

I  have  seen  Him  in  the  watch-fires  of  a  hundred  circling  camps, 
They  have  builded  Him  an  altar  in  the  evening  dews  and  damps ; 
I  can  read  His  righteous  sentence  by  the  dim  and  flaring  lamps ; 
His  day  is  marching  on. 

I  have  read  a  fiery  gospel  writ  in  burnished  rows  of  steel ; 
"  As  ye  deal  with  My  contemners,  so  with  you  My  grace  shall  deal ; 
Let  the  Hero,  born  of  woman,  crush  the  serpent  with  his  heel, 
Since  God  is  marching  on." 

He  has  sounded  forth  the  trumpet  that  shall  never  call  retreat ; 
He  is  sifting  out  the  hearts  of  men  before  His  judgment-seat: 
Oh,  be  swift,  my  soul,  to  answer  Him  !  be  jubilant,  my  feet! 
Our  God  is  marching  on. 

In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea, 
With  a  glory  in  His  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me ; 
As  He  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die  to  make  men  free. 
While  God  is  marching  on. 

Julia  Ward  Howe. 

The  President.  In  behalf  of  the  Bostonian  Society  it 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  accept  this  portrait  of  a 
very  distinguished  Boston  woman,  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe.  I 
trust  it  may  long  remain  here  on  these  walls  as  an  inspiration 
to  the  many  people  who  come  here  to  see  our  collections. 
The  Society  is  fortunate  in  having  a  member  specially  fitted 
to  respond  for  the  Society,  and  I  call  upon  Mr.  Edwin  D. 
Mead. 
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ADDRESS   BY   EDWIN   D.  MEAD. 

Ladies  and  Geiitlemen  :  — 

It  seems  almost  superfluous  for  anyone  to  speak  in  addition 
to  the  President  of  the  Society,  but  he  has  asked  me,  as  one 
who  was  afflliated  with  many  causes  which  were  dear  to  Mrs. 
Howe,  to  say  a  word,  and  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  do  so. 

I  am  glad  that  this  portrait  is  placed  here  in  the  Old  State 
House.  The  Old  State  House,  the  Old  South  Meeting  House 
and  Faneuil  Hall  are  the  three  most  revered  memorials  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  time  of  the  fathers,  and  it  is 
an  interesting  thing  to  remember  that  they  all  rose  within  a 
period  of  thirty  years.  The  Old  State  House  rose  just  two 
centuries  ago,  then  came  the  Old  South  Meeting  House,  and 
then  came  Faneuil  Hall  in  1742.  You  all  remember  Julia 
Ward  Howe's  poem,  "Save  the  Old  South,"  you  all  remember 
that  there  was  no  one  in  our  time  who  spoke  oftener  or  more 
impressively  in  Faneuil  Hall  than  she,  and  yet  it  is  here,  in 
the  building  with  which  she  was  least  identified,  that  her  por- 
trait is  received.  I  am  not  sorry  for  it.  It  is  the  building 
longest  associated  with  our  history ;  and  I  am  glad  that  in  the 
building  longest  associated  with  our  history  Boston  has  hung 
the  portrait  of  one  of  her  historic  women. 

There  are  many  women  identified  with  the  history  of  Boston 
whose  portraits  could  fittingly  find  place  here.  You  think  of 
the  Colonial  period,  and  you  think  of  the  Revolutionary  period, 
and  one  would  have  to  weld  together  two  women  of  the  Colonial 
period  to  match  Julia  Ward  Howe.  They  would  be  Ann  Hutch- 
inson and  Ann  Bradstreet,  the  one  a  representative  of  the  ad- 
vance of  women  and  political  and  religious  agitation,  the  other 
a  poet  and  dreamer ;  both  together,  in  that  Colonial  period, 
necessary  to  match  the  woman  whom  we  honor  to-day.  In  the 
Revolutionary  period  you  think  of  one  who  in  her  home  lis- 
tened so  often  for  the  actions  in  this  room  of  those  with  whom 
she  was  so  closely  identified,  who  peculiarly  matches,  in  her 
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character  and  qualities  and  services,  Julia  Ward  Howe.  I 
mean  Mercy  Warren,  the  poet,  dramatist  and  historian,  the 
friend  of  Jefferson  and  Adams,  the  inspirer  and  friend  of  men 
who  were  making  a  new  epoch  in  our  Boston  history. 

There  are  other  women,  like  Julia  Ward  Howe,  identified 
with  the  third  great  period,  that  of  our  anti-slavery  period  and 
the  Civil  War,  but  none  so  completely  as  she.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  that  Boston  has  honored  her.  We  rejoice  in  that 
great  memorial  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  our  Mayor  and 
Council  on  the  eighth  day  of  January,  191 1.  I  do  not  forget 
that  86th  birthday  of  hers,  when  fifty  of  our  Boston  writers 
united  in  paying  poetical  tribute  to  her  while  she  still  lived, 
but  we  are  glad  that  this  peculiar  honor  is  paid  her. 

I  think  of  many  aspects  of  her  life  which  I  touched  closely, 
and  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  separately  and  in  detail  by  those 
who  are  more  fitted  to  treat  them  specially.  This  noon  there 
departed  from  Boston  the  greatest  advocate  of  the  Peace  cause 
in  the  world,  the  Baroness  Von  Suttner.  I  remember  how, 
eight  years  ago  this  very  month,  the  Baroness  Von  Suttner 
and  Julia  Ward  Howe  sat  side  by  side  at  the  great  banquet 
which  closed  our  Boston  Peace  Congress,  and  you  all  remem- 
ber the  noble  poem  which  she  wrote.  I  think  of  the  numerous 
occasions  when  she  came  to  the  meetings  of  the  Free  Religious 
Association,  always  an  inspiring  figure.  I  think  of  her  life  and 
work  at  the  Concord  School  of  Philosophy.  I  think  of  the  after- 
noon when  we  gathered,  a  few  of  us,  with  Stepniak  the  central 
figure,  in  her  parlors,  to  organize  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
Russian  Freedom.  And  one  thinks  joyfully,  as  our  cause  is 
nearing  its  triumph,  of  the  times,  year  after  year,  when  she  led 
us  pleading  for  women  suffrage  at  the  State  House. 

I  feel,  therefore,  that  all  Bostonians  who  love  tolerant  and 
liberal  religion,  —  that  all  Bostonians  who  love  philosophic 
thought, — all  Bostonians  who  love  the  freedom  of  the  down- 
trodden, or  who  are  looking  for  the  higher  life  and  broader 
opportunities  for  women,  —  I  feel  that  all  these,  and  all  who 
are  working  for  international  advance  the  world  over,  join  with 
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me  and  with  this  Society  in  welcoming  this  portrait  to  our 
walls.  You  remember  that  when  Emerson  closed  his  great 
essay  on  Boston  he  closed  it  with  an  appeal  to  the  future. 
Let  us  remember  the  last  lines  of  Julia  Ward  Howe's  poem  on 
Boston  : 

And  let  our  Boston  from  its  heights 
Match  with  her  hills  the  virtues  free, 

And  crown  them,  as  with  Beacon  lights, 
With  faith  and  hope  and  charity. 

It  is  with  those  great  lessons  and  those  great  appeals  that 
this  portrait  will  speak  from  the  Boston  which  she  loved,  and 
the  great  life  in  Boston  which  she  helped  to  create,  to  the  ages 
of  Boston  which  are  to  come. 

The  President.  We  are  always  delighted  to  hear  from 
the  gentleman  who  sits  at  my  right,  and  no  matter  what  posi- 
tion he  holds,  has  held  or  ever  will  hold,  we  always  know  him 
here  as  Governor  Long. 

ADDRESS   BY  HON.  JOHN    D.   LONG. 

In  the  absence  of  the  real  governor  you  must  be  content 
with  the  presence  of  a  make-believe.  It  is  indeed  fitting,  Mr. 
President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  very  fitting,  that  in  this 
room,  sacred  to  Massachusetts  and  to  Boston  alike,  there 
should  hang  the  portrait  of  Julia  Ward  Howe.  At  the  time 
of  her  death  and  for  many  years  previous  she  was  the  most 
distinguished  woman  within  their  borders.  Her  life  spanned 
the  most  cultured  period  in  New  England  history,  and  she 
stood  at  the  very  high  tide  of  its  literary  and  aesthetic  culture. 
From  the  days  of  the  Transcendentalists  she  was  in  sympathy 
with  its  finest  ideals  and  expressive  of  them.  Refinement, 
grace,  eloquence,  the  poet's  inspiration,  the  woman's  charm 
were  hers,  and  she  was  a  high  priestess  of  humanity  and  of 
patriotism.     Her  "  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic  "  will  stir  its 
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youth  to  loyalty  and  to  patriotism  as  long  as   the  Republic 
endures. 

As  we  look  at  her  saintly  face  she  is  again  with  us.  The 
lips  move,  and  that  exquisite  voice  speaks  to  us  of  the  religion 
which  she  lived  and  taught  and  exemplified,  the  religion  of 
charity  for  all,  of  malice  toward  none.  Let  her  benignant 
spirit  hover  over  us. 

The  President.  I  am  very  glad  to  call  upon  Mr.  Frank 
B.  Sanborn  of  Concord,  who  will  now  speak  to  us. 

ADDRESS   BY  FRANK  B.   SANBORN. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  — 

It  gives  me  a  sad  pleasure  to  be  present  on  this  occasion. 
The  friendship  of  Dr.  Howe  and  Mrs.  Howe  was  one  of  the 
earliest  favors  which  I  received  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  con- 
tinued through  their  lives.  I  was  with  Mrs.  Howe  but  a  short 
time  before  her  death.  I  knew  her  in  most  of  the  causes  in 
which  she  was  interested.  I  was  associated  with  her  in  several 
of  them,  and  I  was  more  closely  associated  in  my  public  capac- 
ity with  her  husband.  Dr.  Howe.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  two 
on  this  occasion,  for  we  hope  to  have  the  portrait  of  Dr.  H^owe 
also  displayed  on  these  walls  and  in  this  room,  which  I  suppose 
Mrs.  Howe  seldom  or  never  entered,  but  which  was  very  familiar 
to  Dr.  Howe.  Dr.  Howe  was  a  Bostonian,  born  in  Boston.  He 
lived  in  Boston  all  his  life,  he  illuminated  Boston  with  his  phil- 
anthropy, he  guided  it  by  his  political  wisdom.  Mrs.  Howe 
was  brought  here  from  a  neighboring  city,  and  it  was  a  little 
effort,  I  think,  for  Mrs.  Howe  to  reconcile  herself  to  some  of 
the  peculiarities  of  Boston. 

She  had  also  to  reconcile  herself  to  the  peculiarities  of  her 
heroic  husband,  and  the  two,  forming  one  of  the  most  illustri- 
ous marriages  known  to  me,  produced  that  effect  upon  each 
other  without  which  I  think  neither  character  would  have  been 
complete.     They  lived  and  labored  together.     Mrs.  Howe  long 
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outlived  Dr.  Howe.  She  never  ceased  to  call  upon  him  in 
moments  of  agitation  during  her  whole  life,  and  Dr.  Howe 
valued,  as  such  a  man  must  value,  all  the  qualities  which  he 
found  in  Mrs.  Howe,  which  have  been  briefly  pointed  out  to 
you. 

I  want  to  say  also  a  word  about  Boston,  We  hear  a  great 
deal  in  these  days  of  something  called  cooperation,  a  matter 
perfectly  well  understood  by  Dr.  Howe,  who  never  failed  to 
cooperate  with  every  movement  for  liberty  anywhere  on  the 
globe;  equally  well  known  to  Mrs.  Howe,  who  had,  in  addi- 
tion to  that  same  interest  in  the  human  race,  the  feminine 
character  which  made  her  so  gracefully  cooperate  with  every- 
thing to  which  she  put  her  hand. 

Now,  we  are  in  the  habit  of  quoting  to  persons  who  come  to 
us  from  another  country  or  from  another  city,  and  who  are 
famous  persons,  that  ancient  author  who  said  —  it  has  been 
said  of  half  a  dozen  persons,  John  Quincy  Adams  said  it  of 
Lafayette  —  "We  were  not  wanting  to  his  glory,  he  was  want- 
ing to  ours  ;  we  were  more  glorious  on  his  account."  Now, 
we  cannot  say  of  Mrs.  Howe  precisely  that.  She  was  want- 
ing to  the  glory  of  Boston,  but  Boston  was  also  wanting  to 
the  glory  of  Mrs.  Howe.  Cooperation  was  needed  in  that 
case.  And  I  was  thinking,  as  I  sat  here  and  heard  the  "  Bat- 
tle Hymn  of  the  Republic  "  sung  so  finely,  that  the  song 
which  she  imitated  in  her  "  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic  " 
was  itself  a  Boston  product.  The  air  of  the  John  Brown 
song  existed  before,  but  it  was  shaped  to  the  form  of  the 
John  Brown  song  by  some  young  soldiers  of  Boston  at  the 
outset  of  our  Civil  War,  who  were  on  duty  at  one  of  the 
islands  in  our  harbor.  Mrs.  Howe  perhaps  had  not  heard  it 
until  she  went  to  Washington,  but  it  was  a  Boston  product ; 
and  the  whole  career  of  Dr.  Howe  and  of  Mrs.  Howe  had  for 
its  background  what  no  other  city  in  this  country  could  have 
furnished,  —  the  background  of  centuries  of  Boston's  love  of 
freedom  and  love  of  mankind.  Boston  was  wanting  to  the 
glory  both  of  Dr.  Howe  and  of  Mrs.  Howe,  and  they  will  be 
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associated,  as  some  of  the  speakers  have  said,  with  the  history 
of  this  city,  and  they  will  be  associated  with  this  building, 
which  is  itself  so  closely  connected  with  the  ancient  history  of 
Boston. 

I  feel  no  concern  about  the  memory  of  these  friends  of  mine. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  forget  them.  We  shall  lose  many  of 
the  incidents  of  their  career,  but  there  will  be  distinguished 
moments  when  the  first  name  of  man  which  comes  to  the  lips 
of  a  Bostonian  or  an  American  will  be  Dr.  Howe,  and  the  first 
name  of  a  woman  will  be  Julia  Ward  Howe.  They  have  no 
occasion  for  oblivion.  They  will  be  remembered  as  long 
as  the  city  of  Boston  is  remembered,  and  long  after  this  por- 
trait, with  all  its  grace  and  pathos,  shall  itself  have  disappeared 
from  earth. 

The  President,  Dr.  Wendte  has  one  or  two  letters  which 
he  will  read. 

Diocese  of  Massachusetts, 
Office  of  the  Bishop, 
I  Joy  Street,  Boston. 

Oct.  15,  1912. 

I  have  this  minute  arrived  home  after  an  absence,  and  find  that 
my  engagements  are  such  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  be  at  the  Dedi- 
cation of  the  Julia  Ward  Howe  portrait  this  afternoon. 

Regretting  very  much  that  I  am  unable  by  my  presence  to  ex- 
press my  regard  for  the  character  and  work  of  Mrs.  Howe,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  Lawrence. 

Ogunquit,  Maine, 

September  21,  1912. 

I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the  labors  of  the  Committee  are  so 
nearly  ended  and  that  the  memorial  portrait  of  Mrs.  Howe  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House  in  October, 
I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  cordial  invitation  to  be  present  and 
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make  a  five  minute  address  on  the  fifteenth  of  October.  I  shall 
certainly  try  to  be  present  but  cannot  promise  definitely.  If  I  am 
in  the  city  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  there. 

Yours  sincerely, 

May  Alden  Ward, 
President  New  England  Women'' s  Club. 

The  President.  It  seems  fitting  that  there  should  be  some 
remarks  from  a  woman  on  this  occasion,  and  Mrs.  Mead  has 
kindly  consented  to  say  a  few  words. 

ADDRESS  BY   MRS.  LUCIA  AMES   MEAD. 

I  thought  that  one  member  of  the  family  was  sufficient  — 
and  I  can  say  only  one  word.  Mr.  Mead  has  recalled  one 
aspect  of  Mrs.  Howe's  life  and  interest,  her  great  interest 
in  the  cause  with  which  we  are  both  closely  identified.  I  re- 
member Mrs.  Howe  began  her  work  in  the  peace  movement 
years  and  years  ago  by  establishing  a  Mothers'  Day,  I  think 
the  second  day  in  June.  She  believed  that  if  war  was  ever 
to  be  ended  the  women  must  have  a  hand  in  it,  and  she  went 
and  preached  her  gospel  of  peace  up  and  down  this  country 
and  in  England.  But  she  found  a  certain  apathy,  an  ineffi- 
ciency, a  lack  of  organization,  which  made  her  feel  that  some- 
thing must  come  as  a  precedent,  and  therefore  she  threw 
herself  into  the  work  of  the  women's  clubs,  with  the  distinct 
purpose  of  working  out  gradually  an  organization  which  might 
eventually  do  something  for  this  great  cause  which  she  had  at 
heart.  And  we  of  the  women's  clubs  movement  rejoice  that 
the  great  federation  of  women's  clubs  of  which  she  was  an 
honored  member,  an  organization  numbering  now  800,000 
women,  has  this  last  summer,  at  its  last  biennial  meeting, 
taken  the  official  step  which  pledges  it  to  the  peace  move- 
ment, to  study  it  and  to  promote  it,  and  to  have  special  com- 
mittees appointed. 

I  remember  in  speaking  of  this  movement  at  the  great  In- 
ternational Peace  Congress  in   1904,  Mrs.  Howe  said  to  me. 
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"  There  is  one  thing  you  must  always  remember,  and  that  is 
justice  ;  we  cannot  have  peace  without  justice."  And  I  called 
her  attention  to  the  fact,  which  gratified  her,  that  we  had 
made  as  the  badge  of  that  great  congress,  not  the  olive  leaf 
or  the  dove,  but  the  scales  of  Justice,  around  which  were  the 
words,  *•  International  Peace  Congress  of  1904." 

The  President  called  upon  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wendte  to 
pronounce  the  benediction. 

Dr.  Wendte  said.  In  place  of  the  benediction,  friends,  I  will 
give  you  a  word  from  Mrs.  Howe, — the  expression  of  her 
soul  and  also  of  her  life  :  — 

Life  is  something  while  the  senses  heed 

The  spirit's  call, 
But  life  is  nothing  when  our  grosser  need 

Usurps  it  all. 

Let  us  take  home  that  sentiment  with  us  as  the  sentiment 
of  the  occasion. 


GREAT    BOSTON    FIRE 

From   the  corner  of  Washington    and   Summer   Streets,   early 
Saturday   Evening,    November  9,    1872. 

From  an  etching  by  Sidney  L.  Smith.     Published  by   Charles  E.   Goodspeed. 
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THE    GREAT   BOSTON    FIRE,  AND    SOME 
CONTRIBUTING    CAUSES. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Bostonian  Society,  November  19,  19 12, 
by  Harold  Murdock. 

A  few  days  ago  this  Society  placed  a  memorial  tablet  at  the 
corner  of  Kingston  and  Summer  Streets,  to  mark  the  spot 
where  the  Great  Fire  of  1872  began.  The  day  selected  for 
this  formality  was  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  event,  and 
the  building  to  which  the  tablet  was  affixed  is  the  successor  of 
the  one  destroyed.  It  is  now  in  the  fortieth  year  of  its  exist- 
ence, while  the  structure  which  it  replaced  had  stood  less  than 
six  years  when  it  fell  a  prey  to  the  flames.  Neither  the 
northerly  end  of  Kingston  Street  nor  the  southerly  side  of 
Summer  Street  underwent  any  widening  after  the  fire,  and  the 
geographical  conditions  there  are  practically  the  same  as  they 
were  in  1872.  The  building  itself  stands  on  the  same  site  as 
its  predecessor,  with  the  old  floor  area  of  five  thousand  feet. 
The  new  plans  were  placed  in  evidence  before  the  Fire  Inves- 
tigating Committee  in  1872,  and  it  was  pointed  out  at  the 
time  that  while  in  ornamental  details  the  two  structures 
differed  radically,  that  the  elevations  and  floor  plans  corres- 
ponded very  closely.  The  old  structure  was  four  stories  in 
height  with  a  mansard  roof ;  the  present  is  of  four  stories  with 
another,  designed  to  suggest  the  mansard  effect  without  its 
combustible  features.  The  old  building  was  of  granite  sup- 
ported on  iron  posts  with  a  free  expanse  of  glass  in  the  lower 
stories  on  both  streets.  The  new  building  rests  on  granite 
from  the  foundations,  although  alterations  now  underway  seem 
calculated  to  reproduce  the  old  effect  of  large  glass  areas  with 
iron  supports.  The  elevator  in  the  old  structure  occupied  the 
south-east  corner,  with  a  door  at  the  bottom  opening  upon  an 
alley.  i 
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The  basement  and  first  floor  were  occupied  by  Tebbetts, 
Baldwin  &  Davis,  wholesale  dry  goods  merchants ;  the  second 
floor  by  Damon,  Temple  &  Company,  dealers  in  men's  furnish- 
ing goods,  while  A.  K.  Young  leased  the  rest  of  the  building 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  hoop  skirts,  and  for  the  sale  of 
corsets.  If  you  choose  to  lift  your  eyes  any  day  in  crossing 
Summer  Street  you  will  note  that  corsets  are  still  to  be  pur- 
chased at  the  old  stand,  and  although  hoops  have  become  un- 
fashionable, it  is  only  a  few  months  since  the  attic  was  deserted 
by  the  M.  &  C.  Skirt  Company.  In  the  rear  of  the  building 
is  the  alley  leading  from  Kingston  Street,  from  which  the  fire 
was  first  discovered.  Opposite  this  alley,  on  Kingston  Street, 
is  a  narrow  granite  front  that  reflected  the  first  outbreak 
of  the  fire.  This  was  then  the  facade  of  an  unfinished 
building  within  which  carpenters  were  still  at  work.  On  the 
southerly  side  of  the  alley  was  a  commercial  block,  but  from 
this  building  on  one  side  of  Kingston  Street  and  from  the 
unfinished  building  on  the  other,  there  was  nothing  but  dwel- 
ling and  lodging  houses  all  the  way  to  Bedford  Street. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  no  picture  of  any  sort  remains  of 
the  structure  in  which  the  fire  originated.  None  was  forth- 
coming at  the  fire  investigation  in  1872,  and  this  is  why  the 
plans  and  elevations  of  the  present  building  were  put  in  evi- 
dence. There  is  practically  nothing  in  the  way  of  pictures 
showing  any  part  of  Summer  Street  between  Chauncy  Street 
and  Church  Green,  as  it  appeared  in  the  days  just  previous  to 
the  fire.  We  know  how  it  looked  when  dwellings  stood  on 
both  sides  of  the  way,  but  there  was  great  building  activity 
here  from  1866  to  1870,  and  these  dwellings  were  succeeded 
by  granite  blocks  that  were  swept  away  in  the  first  hours  of 
the  fire,  and  with  them  every  pictorial  record  of  their  brief 
existence. 

The  contemporaneous  accounts  of  the  disaster  are  few  and 
soon  recited.  The  press  reports,  while  largely  devoid  of  the 
scare  headlines  and  sensationalism  of  our  modern  sheets, 
teem  with  exaggerations  and  mis-statements  inseparable  from 
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a  time  of  such  dread  and  excitement.  The  "story"  of 
Charles  Carleton  Cofifin  was  published  before  the  ruins  had 
cooled,  and  is  a  picturesque  and  readable,  if  not  a  valuable 
narrative.  It  is  adorned  with  interesting  wood-cuts  by  Bil- 
lings. This  was  followed  by  the  "  History  "  of  Colonel  Russell 
H.  Con  well,  also  illustrated,  containing  twenty-one  chapters, 
and  few  facts  of  value.  Then  came  a  volume  containing  tables 
giving  "  the  losses  in  detail  of  both  real  and  personal  estate, 
also  a  complete  list  of  the  insurance  losses,"  the  whole  pre- 
ceded by  a  brief  account  of  the  fire  by  F.  E.  Frothingham. 
Then  there  was  Chandler  &  Company's  account  of  the  Great 
Fire,  published  at  2 1  Cornhill  in  November,  —  a  hasty  com- 
pilation from  the  press  reports,  with  illustrations  more  crude 
and  distressing  than  the  best  work  of  Paul  Revere.  In  the 
same  category  with  Chandler's  publication  is  another,  styled 
"Boston  and  its  Destruction,"  published  by  William  Flint  & 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  this  reproduces  pictures  that 
had  appeared  in  the  New  York  weeklies.  In  1873  an  inter- 
esting paper  on  "  Losses  to  Literature  and  the  Fine  Arts  by 
the  Great  Fire  in  Boston,"  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Augustus 
Thorndike  Perkins  for  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical 
Society,  and  afterwards  published  in  pamphlet  form.  These 
are  substantially  all  of  the  separate  publications  issued  at  the 
time  of  the  fire,  and  if  to-day,  forty  years  after  the  event,  we 
should  rely  upon  them  as  authorities  on  which  to  construct  an 
account  of  the  conflagration,  we  should  find  ourselves  in  a 
very  bad  way  indeed.  There  remains,  however,  one  work  to 
which  we  may  turn  with  confidence.  On  November  15  th, 
1872,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  an  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  appoint  a  scientific  commission,  consisting  of  five 
persons,  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  recent  fire  and  the 
efforts  made  for  its  suppression.  The  Mayor  acted  at  once, 
and  Thomas  Russell,  Charles  G.  Greene,  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  A. 
Firth  and  E.  S.  Philbrick  consented  to  serve  for  the  purpose 
named.  Sittings  began  on  November  27th ;  forty-two  sessions 
were  held,  and  about  two  hundred  witnesses  were  summoned. 
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All  of  the  evidence,  together  with  the  Commissioners'  report, 
was  published  in  one  volume  of  662  pages,  and  whoever  has 
the  perseverance  to  spend  days  and  nights  in  poring  over  these 
closely  printed  pages  will  learn  much  of  real  importance  con- 
cerning the  fire.  I  might  add  that  I  know  of  no  one  who  has 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  which  this  volume  affords. 

As  you  turn  the  pages  of  the  Commissioners*  Report,  you 
find  that  all  classes  of  the  community  were  represented  upon 
the  stand.  There  is  everything  here,  from  the  laconic  state- 
ments of  practical  firemen,  jealous  of  the  honor  of  the  service, 
to  the  wild  declarations  of  excitable  persons  who  dreamed 
dreams  and  saw  visions.  A  very  large  portion  of  the  testi- 
mony refers  to  the  early  stages  of  the  fire  on  Summer  Street, 
but  we  are  led  also  through  the  succeeding  scenes,  the  excited 
conferences  at  City  Hall  during  the  early  hours  of  Sunday 
morning,  the  giving  of  permits  to  destroy  buildings  by  powder, 
and  the  extraordinary  confusion  that  resulted ;  the  assembling 
of  the  military,  the  winning  fight  for  Hovey's  store,  the  in- 
pouring  of  firemen  from  out  of  town,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
incidents  recited  by  witnesses  who  were  speaking  of  events 
that  had  occurred  within  the  month. 

In  speaking  of  the  fire  one  is  at  a  loss  where  to  begin  and 
upon  what  phase  of  it  to  enlarge.  An  interesting  paper 
might  be  prepared  upon  the  old  burned  district  with  a  view 
to  resurrecting  the  old  streets  as  they  appeared  in  1871. 
Another,  not  devoid  of  humor,  might  be  written  upon  the  use 
of  powder  to  stay  the  conflagration.  A  collection  of  pictur- 
esque anecdotes  and  incidents  might  be  compiled  from  the 
press  accounts,  but  I  propose  to  confine  myself  largely  to  a 
discussion  of  some  of  the  causes  that  contributed  to  making 
the  disaster  possible. 

The  City  Government  of  Boston  in  1872  was  composed 
largely  of  men  of  standing  in  the  community,  as  one  may 
find  by  glancing  at  the  Directory  of  that  date.  Political  in- 
fluence was  not  despised  in  those  days,  but  there  were  few 
scandals,  and  narrow  conservatism  was  the  dominant  spirit  at 
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City  Hall.  The  hard-headed  Yankee  gentlemen  who  sat  in 
the  City  Council  were  not  far-seeing  and  they  abhorred  ex- 
travagance. The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department 
maintained  after  the  fire  that  his  repeated  warnings  of  danger 
fell  upon  deaf  ears,  but  few  among  the  City  Fathers  could 
recollect  the  warnings  to  which  he  referred.  The  Boston 
public  was  complacent  and  inclined  to  regard  all  of  our  local 
institutions  with  pride  and  satisfaction.  The  fire  department 
had  proved  sufficient  in  more  than  one  trying  emergency,  and 
its  annual  reports  indicated  that  the  Chief  Engineer  was  satis- 
fied with  the  force  under  his  command.  The  department  con- 
sisted of  twenty-one  steam  fire-engine  companies,  and  seven 
ladder  companies.  These  were  badly  distributed,  six  engines 
being  located  in  the  newly  annexed  and  thinly  settled  Dor- 
chester District,  while  exactly  the  same  number  was  allotted 
to  protect  the  City  proper,  from  Causeway  to  Dover  Streets, 
within  which  district  was  concentrated  the  great  commercial 
wealth  of  the  community.  Judged  by  the  standards  of  other 
cities,  the  number  of  engines  in  Boston  seemed  large,  both  for 
our  area  and  population,  and  to  offset  the  faulty  distribution  of 
apparatus  the  City  Government  had  recourse  to  the  economical 
expedient  of  locating  detached  hose  companies  at  uncovered 
points.  This  form  of  equipment,  valuable  in  communities  pro- 
tected by  high  service  water  pressure,  was  quite  ineffective  in 
Boston,  where  low  service  conditions  prevailed. 

At  this  time  the  City  of  New  York,  whose  government  was 
a  by-word  and  a  hissing  throughout  the  land,  was  operating 
an  efficient  fire  department  of  permanent  men  governed  by  a 
Fire  Commission.  Boston,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  fully 
outgrown  the  old  red-shirted  era,  as  the  brilliant  annual  parade 
of  the  department  sufficiently  attested.  The  Board  of  Fire 
Engineers  was  the  governing  body.  These  gentlemen  were 
appointed  annually  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  City  Council,  were  subject  to  removal  by  the  same  body, 
and  their  duties  were  analogous  to  those  of  our  district 
chiefs  of  to-day.     Each    engine  company  consisted    of    three 
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permanent  men  and  eight  call  men,  who  were  employed  in 
other  occupations,  and  did  duty  only  at  fires.  The  engineer 
was  supreme  in  company  quarters,  while  at  fires  the  call  fore- 
man was  in  charge.  Ladder  companies  maintained  but  one 
permanent  man  on  their  rolls.  Companies  elected  their  own 
officers,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  In  the  circumstances  it  must  be 
admitted  that  discipline  was  fairly  maintained,  and  moreover 
the  ranks  were  filled  by  men  who  followed  their  calling  because 
they  loved  it.  When  in  the  old  days  the  notes  of  alarm 
boomed  forth  from  scores  of  belfries,  the  call  man  could  be 
seen  hurrying  through  the  streets,  a  tardy  reliance  perhaps, 
but  with  his  enthusiasm  high  as  he  scented  the  battle  from 
afar.  The  fireman  of  1 872  would  have  had  but  a  poor  opinion 
of  his  modern  successor,  who  rides  magnificently  to  his  work, 
who  follows  the  profession  merely  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and 
who  has  been  drilled  and  trained  into  an  efficient  machine. 

Everyone  who  remembers  the  great  fire  holds  the  impres- 
sion that  in  some  way  the  ravages  of  the  horse  disease  was 
responsible  for  it.  The  Investigating  Committee  found  it  to 
be  a  contributing  cause,  inasmuch  as  it  necessitated  the  re- 
sponse of  the  department  by  hand-power.  But  all  the  facts 
in  regard  to  this  matter  were  not  developed  by  the  Commis- 
sion, and  they  form  an  interesting  example  of  how  often  the 
best-considered  plans  of  men  miscarry. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  26th,  1872,  a  full  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  was  held  in  the  Chief's  office  at  City 
Hall  to  consider  the  best  means  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of 
the  department  in  the  crisis.  The  distemper  had  incapacitated 
a  majority  of  the  horses  in  service,  and  the  meeting  was  called 
none  too  soon.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  impress- 
ment of  sound  horses  for  temporary  service  was  even  con- 
sidered, and  it  was  finally  voted  that,  pending  the  recovery  of 
the  department  horses,  arrangements  should  be  made  to  draw 
all  apparatus  by  hand.  Drag-ropes  were  ordered  for  each  fire 
house,  and  the  membership  of  each  company  was  temporarily 
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doubled.  Citizens  were  urged  to  repair  to  the  nearest  fire 
station  upon  the  sounding  of  an  alarm  to  assist  in  drawing  the 
apparatus.  But  the  engineers  did  not  stop  here.  No  one 
seems  to  have  suggested  that,  because  of  the  delays  resulting 
from  the  new  system,  it  would  be  well  to  increase  the  amount 
of  apparatus  responding  to  each  box.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
meeting  seems  to  have  been  impressed  by  the  vast  prepon- 
derance of  needless  alarms,  and  concluded  finally  to  decrease 
the  number  of  engines  responding  on  first  alarms. 

In  those  days  the  hose  was  not  carried  upon  horse  carriages 
but  upon  two-wheeled  reels,  known  as  jumpers,  which  were 
attached  to  the  rear  of  the  engines.  It  was  voted  that  the 
jumpers  be  detached  from  the  steamers  and  be  sent  out  alone 
on  the  first  call  from  boxes  in  the  city  proper,  the  steamers  to 
follow  on  the  second  alarm.  To  minimize  the  delay  in  the 
response  of  the  steamers,  it  was  further  voted  to  request  the 
police,  in  all  cases  where  the  fire  was  above  the  third  story,  to 
pull  the  second  alarm  as  soon  as  the  first  had  ceased  sounding, 
without  waiting  for  an  order  from  an  engineer.  The  object 
of  this  is  clear.  A  fire  in  the  lower  part  of  a  building  might 
be  reached  with  hydrant  streams ;  above  that  level  the  power 
furnished  by  the  engines  would  be  a  necessity. 

It  is  easy  now  to  point  out  the  folly  of  these  regulations, 
and  yet  but  for  that  fatal  outbreak  on  the  corner  of  Kingston 
and  Summer  Streets,  they  would  have  been  remembered  as 
the  wise  provisions  of  vigilant  men  that  protected  the  city 
from  disaster.  Day  after  day  went  by  and  everything  worked 
well.  Fires  were  discovered  and  promptly  suppressed.  The 
hose  reels  went  clattering  through  the  streets,  drawn  by  gangs 
of  excited  men,  and  no  one  lifted  a  voice  of  protest  or  warning. 

And  now  it  is  time  to  turn  to  Summer  Street.  We  have 
noted  the  rapid  erection  there  of  business  blocks,  the  sky- 
scrapers of  those  days,  —  high-studded  structures  crowned  by 
mansard  roofs.  This  perilous  construction  should  have  sug- 
gested added  danger  from  fire,  but  no  steps  were  taken  to 
provide  the  district  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water.     Sum- 
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mer  Street  was  served  only  by  the  old  six-inch  main  of  hand 
engine  days,  which  had  been  reduced  to  five,  and  possibly  to 
four  inches  by  corrosion  and  rust.  It  seems  strange  to  us 
now  that  the  annual  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  were  silent 
on  this  subject,  but  from  the  fact  that  every  engine  in  the 
city  proper  was  scheduled  to  respond  to  all  first  alarms  from 
boxes  in  this  vicinity,  it  is  clear  that  the  Board  of  Engineers 
were  not  unmindful  of  the  danger.  The  prompt  concentra- 
tion of  a  large  fire-fighting  force  made  it  possible  by  the  use 
of  long  lines  of  hose  to  tap  more  distant  supplies  and  lessen 
the  draft  on  the  Summer  Street  main. 

Saturday,  the  9th  of  November,  1872,  was  a  beautiful  Indian 
summer  day.  A  light  breeze  drew  from  the  northwest,  and 
when  a  brilliant  sunset  had  been  followed  by  darkness,  the 
moon  rode  clear  in  an  unclouded  sky.  There  was  nothing  in 
these  conditions  to  foreshadow  the  great  disaster  that  was 
impending. 

The  lodgers  on  Kingston  Street  supped  early  in  those  days, 
and  were  lounging  in  their  rooms.  A  clerk  was  working  at 
his  desk  in  the  building  just  south  of  the  alley.  He  was 
startled  by  the  sound  of  breaking  glass,  and  glancing  up 
noticed  a  red  glow  on  the  ceiling.  He  rushed  at  once  to  the 
window  on  the  alley,  and  there,  hardly  fifteen  feet  away,  were 
the  flames  shining  in  the  basement  and  rolling  from  the  second 
story  window  of  the  elevator  well  in  the  granite  building  which 
faced  on  Summer  Street.  A  dozen  people  stood  about,  and 
to  his  query  they  shouted  back  that  the  fire  alarm  had  been 
given.  The  bystanders  whom  he  saw  were,  for  the  most  part, 
dwellers  in  Kingston  Street,  who  had  witnessed  the  outbreak 
even  earlier  than  he.  Their  testimony  agrees  in  every  impor- 
tant detail.  The  fire  rushed  up  the  elevator  well  with  a  deep 
roar  that  was  audible  across  the  street  behind  closed  windows. 
There  was  a  perceptible  hesitancy  in  the  flames  at  the  third 
story,  then  another  rush  succeeded,  and  in  an  incredibly  short 
time,  —  five  minutes  say  some,  —  the  smoke  was  rolling  from 
the  roof,  while  windows  on  all  five  floors  were  lighting  up  as 
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the  flames  broke  through  the  elevator  walls.  It  is  a  singular 
fact,  and  one  that  received  comment  from  the  Investigating 
Committee,  that  no  one  of  these  witnesses  took  any  steps 
towards  giving  the  alarm.  There  were  questionings  in  plenty, 
and  as  we  have  seen,  assertions  were  made  that  the  alarm  had 
been  sent  in.  The  dozen  onlookers  were  soon  reinforced  by 
hundreds,  and  yet  the  firemen  did  not  appear.  Estimates  of 
time  under  conditions  like  these  are  not  reliable,  and  no 
one  spoke  from  his  watch.  It  is  not  surprising  that  these 
witnesses  should  vary  all  the  way  from  ten  minutes  to  half 
an  hour  in  their  conjectures  of  the  time  that  elapsed  between 
the  first  outbreak  of  the  fire  and  the  moment  when  hose 
carriage  No.  2  from  Hudson  Street  appeared  upon  the  scene. 

Officer  Page,  of  Station  4,  was  on  his  beat  that  night,  and 
had  passed  the  corner  of  Kingston  and  Summer  Streets  about 
seven  o'clock.  He  stood  for  some  minutes  at  the  corner  of 
Essex  and  Lincoln  Streets,  when,  hearing  a  disturbance  among 
some  boys  in  the  direction  of  Summer  Street,  he  started  on, 
and  soon  distinguished  the  cry  of  fire.  From  the  corner  of 
Lincoln  and  Bedford  Streets  he  saw  the  flames  rolling  into 
the  air,  although  his  view  of  the  burning  building  was  cut  off 
by  a  high  block  that  intervened.  He  opened  the  signal-box 
on  the  corner,  without  the  loss  of  a  moment,  and  pulled  the 
alarm.  Acting  under  the  new  instructions  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  he  pulled  a  second  alarm  as  soon  as  the  first  had 
ceased  ringing.  At  the  time  Officer  Page  opened  the  box, 
the  telegraph  operator  in  the  dome  of  City  Hall  sat  reading 
his  paper.  Chancing  to  look  up,  he  saw  the  light  of  the  fire. 
He  watched  for  a  few  seconds,  and  then  his  instruments  began 
to  register  the  alarm.  He  set  the  machinery  in  motion  which 
struck  the  city  bells,  and  then  recorded  an  alarm  from  box 
No.  52  at  7.24. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  exact  moment  that  Officer 
Page  opened  the  box,  it  is  still  impossible,  from  the  evidence 
of  the  Kingston  Street  witnesses,  to  determine  the  time 
that  the  flames   were  first  seen  by  them.     We  have   to   go 
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much  further  afield  for  light  upon  this  subject.  It  chanced 
that  a  schooner  was  passing  through  the  Prison  Point  draw- 
bridge in  Charlestown  that  night,  and  fearing  that  the  7.10 
train  from  Boston  might  be  delayed,  two  policemen  inter- 
ested themselves  in  the  matter.  The  work  completed,  they 
glanced  at  the  depot  clock  and  found  it  to  be  ten  minutes 
after  seven.  At  the  same  time  they  noticed  a  red  glow  across 
the  river,  and  remarked  one  to  the  other  that  there  was  a 
fire  in  the  city.  This  is  the  testimony  of  two  men  fortified  by 
a  railroad  time-table  and  a  depot  clock.  It  indicates  clearly 
that  the  fire  was  visible  from  Charlestown  fourteen  minutes 
before  the  Boston  firemen  received  the  first  alarm. 

We  have  noted  that  the  fire  originated  near  the  bottom  of 
the  elevator  well,  and  that  by  means  of  this  wood-lined  shaft  it 
was  immediately  communicated  to  every  floor  in  the  building. 
We  have  seen  that  there  was  an  incredible  delay  in  giving  the 
alarm,  and  now  we  encounter  those  unhappy  regulations  that 
were  passed  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  on  October  26th. 
But  two  of  the  six  engines  assigned  to  Box  No.  52  left  their 
quarters  on  the  first  alarm.  Two  more  started  on  the  second, 
but  it  took  the  third  to  put  the  rest  of  the  down-town 
force  in  motion.  So  far  as  the  regulations  were  concerned,  it 
would  appear  that  the  second  alarm  should  have  summoned 
the  entire  department,  and  why  Engines  3  and  6  waited  for  the 
third  alarm  remains  a  mystery.  The  four  alarms  from  box  52 
were  sounded  at  7.24,  7.29,  7.34  and  7.45.  Had  the  regular 
running  card  been  in  force  on  November  9th,  six  engines 
should  have  been  on  the  ground  before  twenty-five  minutes 
of  eight.  Making  the  most  conservative  estimate  for  the  loss 
of  time  resulting  from  drawing  the  machines  by  hand,  it  is 
clear  that  the  force  was  not  concentrated  on  the  fire  ground 
until  nearly  ten  minutes  of  eight.  Another  minor  conundrum 
that  was  not  cleared  up  by  the  investigators  was  the  delay  in 
sounding  the  fourth  or  general  alarm.  The  third,  as  we  have 
seen,  went  out  at  7.34  and  the  general  at  7.45.  The  testi- 
mony of  engineers  early  on  the  ground  is   to  the  effect  that 
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they  ordered  the  three  supplementary  alarms  sent  out  in  quick 
succession.  Why  eleven  minutes  was  allowed  to  elapse  after 
the  third  call,  will  never  be  known. 

The  fire  spread  almost  immediately  across  the  alley  and 
ignited  the  building  on  the  south  side,  although  the  firemen 
made  the  best  fight  possible  with  hydrant  streams.  It  is  clear 
that  by  eight  o'clock  the  mansard  roofs  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Summer  Street  were  well  alight,  and  the  building  on 
the  opposite  corner  of  Kingston  Street  had  also  ignited.  A 
few  minutes  after  eight  o'clock  the  walls  of  the  first  building 
fell  out,  filling  the  streets  with  flaming  debris.  The  holiday 
humor  of  the  gathering  crowds  quickly  gave  way  to  amaze- 
ment and  dread.  Though  the  engines  were  at  work  the 
streams  were  weak,  and  rarely  reached  the  fourth  story,  above 
which  the  mansard  roofs  were  flaming.  The  truth  was,  the 
mains  were  overtaxed,  and  in  fire  department  parlance  the 
steamers  were  running  away  from  their  water.  The  situation 
was  complicated  by  the  activity  of  the  hose  companies,  who 
attached  their  lines  to  any  engine  with  a  vacant  outlet.  An 
engine  with  hardly  water  enough  for  a  single  stream  became 
useless  when  tapped  for  a  second  stream.  It  was  lack  of 
water,  and  not  the  lack  of  mechanical  power,  that  caused  the 
deplorable  exhibition  of  inefficiency  during  the  first  hour  of 
the  Great  Fire. 

Another  factor  that  favored  the  conflagration  was  the  tardy 
response  to  the  call  upon  other  cities  for  aid.  No  similar 
emergency  had  ever  arisen  and  no  plan  had  been  made  to 
facilitate  the  gathering  of  help  from  out  of  town.  In  those 
telephoneless  days,  when  even  telegraph  offices  closed  early,  it 
was  not  an  easy  task  to  spread  an  alarm.  Nearly  all  the  mes- 
sages of  the  Chief  Engineer  were  delayed,  and  some,  as  in  the 
case  of  Lowell  and  Nashua  were  never  delivered.  Chelsea, 
Somerville,  Charlestown  and  Cambridge,  were  summoned  by 
messenger,  and  engines  from  these  places  were  at  work  before 
the  full  strength  of  the  Boston  department  had  been  assembled. 
No  effort  was  made  in  Boston  to  secure  emergency  railroad 
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service,  and  trains  bringing  engines  from  a  distance  were  in 
some  instances  delayed  at  way  stations  to  take  on  more  fire 
apparatus.  No  help  from  outside  the  present  metropolitan 
district  had  reported  up  to  midnight,  but  shortly  after  that 
hour  both  Providence  and  Worcester  put  in  an  appearance. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  arrived  at  daylight  Sunday  morning,  but 
no  further  aid  was  received  until  late  Sunday  afternoon,  when 
the  freight  yards  of  the  northern  and  southern  stations  were 
thrown  into  feverish  activity  by  the  almost  simultaneous  arrival 
of  substantial  reinforcements  from  Providence,  Manchester, 
Fall  River,  New  Bedford  and  Biddeford. 

Darkness  had  fallen  Sunday  evening  before  our  citizens 
were  fully  assured  that  the  danger  was  over.  A  large  part  of 
the  Boston  firemen  were  temporarily  relieved,  and  fresher 
forces  from  out  of  town  put  to  work  upon  the  still  glowing 
ruins.  This  was  the  situation  when,  shortly  before  eleven 
o'clock,  two  trains  pulled  in  loaded  with  engines  from  New 
Haven  and  Norwich,  Conn.  At  the  moment  it  seemed  that 
the  long  journey  of  these  detachments  was  needless,  and  yet 
within  an  hour  they  were  to  prove  a  very  present  help  in  time 
of  trouble.  At  midnight  the  fire  broke  out  anew  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Summer  Streets,  and  for  hours  after- 
wards the  Connecticut  firemen  were  in  the  thickest  of  that 
fierce  battle  th^t  was  waged  for  the  salvation  of  the  retail 
district. 

Many  of  the  out-of-town  companies  were  seriously  handi- 
capped from  the  fact  that  their  couplings  did  not  fit  the  city 
hydrants.  There  were  not  enough  reducers  to  remedy  the 
defect,  and  many  engines  were  rendered  useless  except  for 
draughting  at  the  reservoirs,  some  of  which  had  been  drawn 
down  too  low  for  service.  Another  factor  that  operated  against 
the  visitors  was  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  orders  from  the 
Boston  engineers.  Throughout  Saturday  night  the  Chief  was 
being  urged  to  destroy  buildings  with  powder,  and  he  finally 
concluded  to  gather  his  associates  in  Federal  Street  for  a  con- 
sultation.    As  a  result,  nearly  all  the  engineers  were  drawn 
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away  from  important  points,  and  for  a  long  and  critical  period 
both  city  and  country  firemen  were  left  without  competent 
direction. 

As  compared  with  Chicago,  Baltimore  or  San  Francisco, 
the  Boston  fire  was  slow  burning  and  covered  an  insignificant 
area.  The  danger  for  Kingston  Street  was  over  in  two  hours, 
and  while  the  flames  swept  Summer  Street  to  the  Hartford 
&  Erie  depot,  they  gained  no  serious  hold  on  South  or  Lin- 
coln Street,  and  were  under  control  all  along  this  line  by 
midnight.  The  conflagration  made  slow  progress  up  Summer 
Street,  but  moved  fast  into  Winthrop  Square.  The  evidence 
indicated  that  it  was  burning  on  both  corners  of  Washington 
and  Franklin  Streets  before  it  had  crossed  Chauncy  on  Sum- 
mer Street.  Indeed  Trinity  Church  stood  until  between  three 
and  four  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  when  it  was  ignited  from 
the  conflagration  in  its  rear.  The  open  area  about  Fort  Hill 
was  of  great  assistance  on  that  side. 

But  while  not  comparable  to  other  fires  in  fury  or  extent, 
the  Boston  conflagration  inflicted  losses  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  area  devastated.  We  were  staggered  by  these  losses, 
and  we  were  humiliated  and  chagrined  that  such  a  chastening 
should  come  to  us.  Many  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Inves- 
tigating Commission  found  no  favor  with  the  City  Fathers, 
but  the  opportunity  was  improved  to  widen  the  streets,  amend 
the  Building  Laws,  and  increase  the  water  supply  in  danger- 
ous districts.  It  remained  for  the  Memorial  Day  fire  of  1873 
to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  Fire  Commission  and  the 
reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  on  the  semi-military 
basis  that  exists  to-day. 
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LIFE  MEMBERS 


Abbe,  Henry  Thayer 
Abbot,  Edward  Stanley 
Abbot,  Edwin  Hale 
•Abbot,  Francis  Ellingwood 
•Abbott,  Marshall  Kittredge 
*  Adams,  Alexander  Clinton 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  Mrs.  Isabella  Hortense 
Addicks,  John  Edward 
Allan,  Mrs.  Anna 
Allen,  Miss  Clara  Ann 
Allen,  Crawford  Carter 
•Allen,  Elbridge  Gerry 
Allen,  Francis  Richmond 
Allen,  Frank  Oilman 
Allen,  Gardner  Weld 
Allen,  Herbert  McClellan 
♦Allen,  James  Woodward 
Allen,  Thomas 
•Alley,  John  Robinson 
Ames,  Mrs.  Anna  Coffin 
*Ames,  Charles  Gordon 


•Ames,  Frederick  Lothrop 
Ames,  Miss  Mary  Shreve 
•Ames,  Oliver 

•Ames,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Caroline 
*Amory,  Arthur 
Amory,  Francis  Inman 
Amory,  Frederic 
Amster,  Nathan  Leonard 
•Andrews,  Frank  William 
Andrews,  John  Adams 
*AngeIl,  Henry  Clay 
Anthony,  Silas  Reed 
•Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  Warren 
Appleton,  Francis  Henry 
*Appleton,  Nathan 
*Appleton,  William  Sumner 
•Armstrong,  George  Washington 
•Atherton,  Joseph  Ballard 
Atherton,  Miss  Lily  Bell 
•Atkins,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Atwood,  David  Edgar 
•Austin,  James  Walker 
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*Ayer,  James  Bourne 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Louisa  Crowninshield 
Badger,  Arthur  Campbell 
Badger,  Daniel  Bradford 
Badger,  Erastus  Beethoven 
Badger,  Wallis  Ball 
*Bailey,  Joseph  Tilden 
Baker,  Charles  Morrill 

*  Baker,  Miss  Charlotte  Alice 

*  Baker,  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria 
Baker,  Ezra  Henry 

*  Baker,  Richard 

*  Baldwin,  William  Henry 
♦Ballister,  Joseph  Fennelly 
*Ballister,  Miss  Minetta  Josephine 
Bancroft,  Cornelius  Cheever 
Barlow,  Charles  Lowell 

Barnes,  Charles  Benjamin 
*Barrett,  Edwin  Shepard 
Barron,  Clarence  Walker 
Barry,  Charles  Stoddard 
Barry,  George  Thomas 
*Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Bartlett,  Miss  Mary  Foster 
Batcheller,  Robert 
*Beal,  James  Henry 
Beal,  William  Fields 
Beatty,  Franklin  Thomason 
Beebe,  Edward  Pierson 
Beebe,  James  Arthur 
Beech,  Mrs.  Ruth  Adelaide 
*Benson,  George  Wiggin 
Benton,  Everett  Chamberlin 
Bigelow,  Alanson,  Jr. 
Bigelow,  Albert  Smith 
♦Bigelow,  George  Brooks 
Bigelow,  Joseph  Smith 
Bigelow,  Melville  Madison 
Bigelow,  William  Sturgis 
Binney,  Henry  Prentice 
Black,  George  Nixon 
Blake,  Clarence  John 
Blake,  Mrs.  Frances  Greenough 


*  Blake,  Francis 
Blake,  George  Baty 
Blake,  Hallie  Carroll 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sara  Putnam 

*  Blake,  Stanton 
Blake,  William  Payne 
*Blanchard,  Samuel  Stillman 
Blanchard,  Miss  Sarah  Harding 
Blaney,  Dwight 

Blume,  Mrs.  Susan  Eliza 
Boardman,  Samuel  May 
Boardman,  Waldo  Elias 
Bodfish,  Joshua  Peter  Langley 
Bodwell,  William  Pearle 
Bordman,  John 
Bowditch,  Alfred 
Bowditch,  Ernest  William 

*  Bowditch,  William  Ingersoll 
Bowdlear,  William  Henry 
♦Bradford,  Martin  Luther 
Bradford,  William  Burroughs 
*Bradlee,  Caleb  Davis 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Josiah 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Wainwright 
*Bradlee,  Josiah  Putnam 
Bradley,  Jerry  Payson 
Brayley,  Arthur  Wellington 
Bremer,  John  Lewis 
Bremer,  Mrs.  Mary  Rice 
Bremer,  Samuel  Parker 

*  Brewer,  William  Dade 
Bridge,  Frederick  William 
Briggs,  Lloyd  Vernon 

*  Brimmer,  Martin 
Brooks,  John  Henry 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  Francis  Henry 
Brown,  George  Washington 
Brown,  Harold  Haskell 

*  Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Brown,  Thomas  Hassall 
•Browne,  Charles  Allen 

*  Browne,  Edward  Ingersoll 
*Browne,  William  Andrews 
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Bullivant,  William  Maurice 
Burbank,  Alonzo  Norman 
*Burnham,  John  Appleton 
Burns,  Timothy  Edward 
Burr,  Miss  Annie  Lane 
Burrage,  Albert  Cameron 
Burrage,  Charles  Dana 
*Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Burroughs,  George 
*Cabot,  Arthur  Tracy 
Candage,  Mrs.  Ella  Marie 
Candage,  Robert  Brooks 

*  Candage,  Rufus  George  Frederick 
*Candler,  John  Wilson 
*Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
^Carpenter,  Mrs.  Maria  Josephine 
Carr,  John 

Carruth,  Charles  Theodore 
Carter,  Fred  Louis 
Carter,  Herbert  Leslie 
*Center,  Joseph  Hudson 
Chamberlin,  Charles  Wheelwright 
Chandler,  Cleaveland  Angier 
*Chapin,  Nahum 

*  Chase,  Caleb 

*  Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Sidney 
Chase,  Stephen 
*Chase,  Theodore 
Cheney,  Benjamin  Peirce 
Cheney,  Mrs.  Emmeline 
Child,  Dudley  Richards 
Church,  Herbert  Bleloch 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Caroline  Dennie 
*Clark,  Charles  Edward 
Clark,  John  Spencer 
Clark,  Miss  Nancy  Joy 
Clark,  Nathan  Freeman 
♦Clarke,  Mrs.   Alice  de  Verman- 

dois 
Clarke,  Henry  Martyn 
*Clay,  Thomas  Hart 
Clementson,  Sidney 
Cleveland,  Mrs.  Corinne  Maud 


Cobb,  John  Candler 
*Codman,  John,  2d 
*Codman,  Mrs.  Martha  Pickman 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Coffin,  Frederick  Seymour 
*Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Collamore,  Miss  Helen 
Colley,  William  Edgar 
""Converse,  Elisha  Slade 
Coolidge,  Algernon,  Jr. 
*Coolidge,  David  Hill 
Coolidge,  Mrs.  Helen  Whittington 
Coolidge,  Joseph  Randolph 
Coolidge,  Mrs.  Julia 
*Coolidge,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Jr. 
Cooney,  Charles  Lawrence 
Corbett,  Alexander,  Jr. 
*Cordis,  Mrs.  Adelaide  Elizabeth 
Cory,  Charles  Barney 
Cotting,  Miss  Alice 
Cotting,  Charles  Edward 
*Cotting,  Charles  Uriah 
Crafts,  John  Chancellor 
Crandon,  Edwin  Sanford 
Crawford,  George  Artemas 
Crocker,  George  Glover 
Crocker,  Miss  Sarah  Haskell 
*Crosby,  Charles  Augustus  Wilkins 
Crossett,  Lewis  Abbott 
Crowell,  Horace  Sears 
*Crowninshield,  Benjamin  William 
Crowninshield,  Francis  Boardman 
Cruft,  George  Theodore 
Cruft,  Miss  Harriet  Otis 
*Cummings,  Charles  Amos 
Cummings,  Thomas  Cahill 
Cunningham,  Henry  Winchester 
*Curtis,  Caleb  Agry 
*Curtis,  Charles  Pelham 
*Curtis,  Mrs.  Eliza  Fox 
*Curtis,  Hall 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Harriot 
Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 
Curtis,  Horatio  Greenough 
Curtiss,  Frederick  Haines 
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Cutler,  Charles  Francis 

*Cutler,  Samuel  Newton 

♦Cutter,  Abram  Edmands 

*Cutter,  Benjamin  French 

Cutter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Finley 

Cutter,  Leonard  Francis 

Cutter,  Watson  Grant 

Damon,  Frank  Herbert 

Dana,  William  Franklin 

*Daniell,  Moses  Grant 

Danker,  Daniel  Joseph 

Darling,  Charles  Kimball 

Davenport,  George  Howe 

Davenport,  Orlando  Henry 

Davis,  Arthur  Edward 

Davis,  Ephraim  Collins 

Davis,  George  Henry 

*Davis,  James  Clarke 

*Davis,  Joseph  Alba 

Davis,  Mrs.  Mary  Cheney 

Davis,  William  Henry 

Day,  Hilbert  Francis 

*Day,  William  Francis 

*Dean,  Benjamin 

*Dean,  John  Ward 

*Dean,  Luni  Albertus 

*Deblois,  Stephen  Grant 

♦Denny,  Daniel 

Devlin,  Edward 

Dewey,  William  Richardson 

♦Dewing,  Benjamin  Hill 

♦Dexter,  Morton 

♦Dexter,  William  Sohier 

♦Dill,  Thomas  Bradford 

Dillaway,  William  Edward  Lowell 

Dodd,  George  Davis 

♦Dorr,  Francis  Oliver 

Dorr,  George  Bucknani 

Dow,  Richard  Sylvester 

Draper,  Eben  Sumner 

Draper,  George  Albert 

Dresel,  Ellis  Loring 

Dupee,  Henry  Dorr 

♦Dupee,  James  Alexander 

Dutton,  Harry 


♦Dwight,  Edmund 
♦Dyer,  Mrs.  Julia  Knowlton 
Eaton,  Albert 

*Eaton,  Miss  Georgiana  Goddard 
♦Eaton,  Walter  David 
Edes,  Henry  Herbert 
♦Edmands,  John  Rayner 
Edmonds,  John  Henry 
Eliot,  Christopher  Rhodes 
♦Eliot,  Samuel 
Elliot,  George  Buxton 
Emerson,  Abraham  Silver 
♦Emerson,  George  Robert 
♦Emery,  Francis  Faulkner 
Endicott,  William 
Endicott,  William,  Jr. 
Endicott,  William  Crowninshield 
Ernst,  Mrs.  Ellen  Lunt 
Ernst,  Harold  Clarence 
Estabrook,  Arthur  Frederick 
Estabrook,  Frederick 
Estabrook,  Frederick  Watson 
♦Estes,  Dana 

Eustis,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mussey 
Eustis,  Henry  Dutton 
Eustis,  Joseph  Tracy 
Eustis,  Miss  Mary  St.  Barbe 
♦Fabyan,  George  Francis 
Fairbanks,  Frederick  Clinton 
Farnsworth,  Edward  Miller 
Farnsworth,  William 
♦Farrington,  Charles  Frederick 
Farwell,  John  Whittemore 
Fay,  Dudley  Bowditch 
Fay,  Henry  Howard 
♦Fay,  Joseph  Story 
*Fay,  Joseph  Story,  Jr. 
♦Fay,  Sigourney  Webster 
*Fearing,  Andrew  Coatsworth,  Jr. 
Felton,  Frederic  Luther 
♦Fenno,  John  Brooks 
♦Fenno,  Lawrence  Carteret 
♦Ferris,  Mortimer  Catlin 
Fish,  Frederick  Perry 
Fiske,  Andrew 


*  Deceased. 


69 


Fiske,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Morse 
*Fiske,  Miss  Elizabeth  Stanley 
Fitz,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Goddard 
Fitz,  Reginald  Heber 
Fitzgerald,  William  Francis 
Floyd,  Charles  Harold 
*Fogg,  John  Samuel  Hill 
*Folsom,  Mrs.  Julia  Elizabeth 
*Ford,  Daniel  Sharp 
Foss,  Eugene  Noble 
Foster,  Miss  Harriet  Wood 
*Foster,  John 

*Foster,  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Fowle,  Seth  Augustus 
*Fowler,  Mrs.  Laura  Wentworth 
Fowler,  William  Plumer 
French,  Miss  Caroline  Louisa  Wil- 
liams 
French,  Miss  Cornelia  Anne 
*French,  Mrs.  Frances  Maria 
*French,  Frederick  William 
*  French,  Jonathan 
*Frothingham,  Thomas  Goddard 
Frye,  James  Albert 
*Fuller,  Charles  Emerson 
*Fuller,  Henry  Holton 
Gagnebin,  Charles  Louis 
Gallagher,  Hugh  Clifford 
Gallivan,  Timothy  Aloysius 
*Galloupe,  Charles  William 
*Galloupe,  Mrs.  Sarah  Augusta 
Gardiner,  Robert  Hallowell 
Gardner,  George  Peabody 
*Gardner,  John  Lowell 
Gaugengigl,  Ignaz  Marcel 
*Gay,  Edwin  Whitney 
Gay,  Ernest  Lewis 
Gay,  Frederick  Lewis 
George,  Elijah 

Giddings,  Mrs.  Susan  Kittredge 
Gilbert,  Shepard  Devereux 
*Gill,  James  Seel 
Gill,  Mrs,  Matilda 
*Gill,  Mrs.  Rachel  Maria 
Gilman,  Osmon  Burnap, 


*Glasier,  Alfred  Adolphus 
Gleason,  James  Mellen 
Glines,  Edward 
Goddard,  George  Augustus 
Goddard,  Miss  Julia 
*Goodhue,  Francis  Abbot 
*Goodrich,    Mrs.    Mary  Eliza- 
beth 
*Gould,  Benjamin  Apthorp 
Gould,  Marshall  Hopkins 
*Grandin,  John  Livingston 
*Gray,  Reginald 
Gray,  Russell 

Green,  Charles  Montraville 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott 
*Greene,  Francis  Bunker 
*Greenough,  Francis  Boott 
Grew,  Edward  Wigglesworth 
*Grew,  Henry  Sturgis 
*Griggs,  John  Hammond 
Grozier,  Edwin  Atkins 
Guild,  Courtenay 
Guild,  Curtis 

*Guild,  Mrs.  Sarah  Crocker 
Guild,  Miss  Sarah  Louisa 
Gurney,  Frank  Pierce 
Hagar,  Eugene  Bigelow 
*Haigh,  John 
♦Hale,  Mrs.  Ellen  Sever 
Hall,  Mrs.  Ellen  Page 
Hall,  George  Gardner 
Hall,  Henry  Lyon 
*HalI,  Thomas  Bartlett 
Hammer,  Charles  Dunkel 
*Hammond,    Mrs.    Ellen   Sarah 

Sophia 
*Hammond,  Gardiner  Greene 
*  Hammond,  George  Warren 
*Hancock,  Franklin 
*Hapgood,  Warren 
Hardy,  John  Dudley 
Harrington,  George 
Harrison,  Walter  James 
Hart,  Thomas  Norton 
*Hart,  William  Tennant 
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Hartt,  John  F 
Haskell,  William  Andrew 
*Hassam,  John  Tyler 
Hastings,  Henry 
Hathaway,  Charles  Francis 

*  Haven,  Franklin 
Hayford,  Nathan  Holbrook 
*Haynes,  James  Gilson 
*Haynes,  John  Cummings 

*  Hay  ward,  George 
Hayward,  James  Warren 
*Head,  Charles 
*Hecht,  Jacob  Hirsch 
Hemenway,  Alfred 
Hemenway,  Augustus 
*Henchman,  Nathaniel  Hurd 
Henry,  William  Linzee 
Henshaw,  Samuel 
Herrick,  Robert  Frederick 
Hickok,  Oilman  Clarke 
Higginson,  Francis  Lee 
Higginson,  Mrs.  Ida  Agassiz 
*Hill,  Hamilton  Andrews 
Hill,  Henry  Eveleth 

*Hill,  James  Edward  Radford 
Hill,  Warren  May 
Hill,  William  Henry 
Hills,  Edwin  Augustus 
Hinckley,  Frederic 
Hodgkins,  Joseph  Wilson 
Hoffman,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Russell 
*Hoitt,  Alfred  Demeritt 
*Holden,  Joshua  Bennett 
*Hollingsworth,  Amor  Leander 
*Hollingsworth,  Sumner 
Hollingsworth,  Zachary  Taylor 
*Holman,  Charles  Bradley 
Holmes,  Edward  Jackson 
*Homans,  Charles  Dudley 
*Homans,  George  Henry 
*Homans,  John,  2nd 
Hooper,  Mrs.  Alice  Perkins 
Hooper,  Mrs.  Mary  Davis  Beal 

*  Hooper,  Robert  Chamblet 
Hooper,  William 


*Hopkins,  Amos  Lawrence 
Hornblower,  Henry 
*Horsford,  Eben  Norton 
Houghton,  Clement  Stevens 
Houghton,   Miss  Elizabeth   Good- 
ridge 
*Hovey,  Henry  Stone 
Howard,  Herbert  Burr 
Howe,  Elmer  Parker 
Howe,  Octavius  Thorndike 
Howes,  Daniel  Havens 
Hubbard,  Charles  Wells 
Hubbard,  Orrin  Calvin 
Hubbard,  Paul  Mascarene 
Hughes,  Miss  Laura  Ann  Cleophas 
Hunneman,  William  Cooper 
Hunnewell,  Francis  Welles,  2d 
*Hunnewell,  James  Frothingham 
Hunnewell,  James  Melville 
Hunnewell,  Mrs.  Sarah  Melville 
Hunter,  Herbert  Forester 
Hurlbut,  Mrs.  Eda  Adams 
Hutchings,  George  Sherburne 
lasigi,  Mrs.  Amy  Gore 
*Jackson,  Mrs.  Mary  Stuart 
*Jackson,  William 
Jacobs,  Mrs.  Garrie 
James,  Arthur  Holmes 
James,  George  Abbot 
Jeffries,  Benjamin  Joy 
Jenks,  Henry  Fitch 
Jenney,  Bernard 
*Jenney,  William  Thacher 
Johnson,  Arthur  Stoddard 
*Johnson,  Wolcott  Howe 
*Jones,  Daniel  Wayland 
Jones,  Jerome 
Jones,  Nathaniel  Royal 
Joy,  Franklin  Lawrence 
Keith,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Kellen,  William  Vail 
Kelly,  Fitzroy 
Kemp,  Clarence  Charles 
*Kennard,  Martin  Parry 
Kennedy,  George  Golding 
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Kennedy,  John  Joseph 
.  Kidder,  Charles  Archbald 
Kidder,  Nathaniel  Thayer 
Kilburn,  Warren  Silver 
Kimball,  Miss  Augusta  Caroline 
Kimball,  Mrs.  Caroline  Sampson 
Kimball,  Mrs.  Clara  Bertram 
Kimball,  David  Pulsifer 
Kimball,  Lemuel  Cushing 
*Kimball,  Mrs.  Susan  Tillinghast 
Kitson,  Henry  Hudson 
*Kuhn,  Hamilton 
Ladd,  Babson  Savilian 
Ladd,  Nathaniel  Watson 
Lamb,  Mrs.  Annie  Lawrence 
Lamb,  George 
Lamb,  Henry  Whitney 

*  Lambert,  Thomas  Ricker 
*Lamson,  Artemas  Ward 
*Lane,  Jonathan  Abbott 
*Lawrence,  Amory  Appleton 

*  Lawrence,  Amos  Adams 
Lawrence,  Charles  Richard 
Lawrence,  Harris  Hooper 
Lawrence,  John 
Lawrence,  John  Silsbee 
Lawrence,  Robert  Means 
*Lawrence,  Samuel  Crocker 
Lawson,  Thomas  William 
Lee,  James  Stearns 

Lee,  Joseph 

Lee,  William  Henry 

Leman,  John  Howard 

Leonard,  Amos  Morse 

Leonard,  Miss  Anna  Rebekah 

*Leonard,  George  Henry 

Leverett,  George  Vasmer 

Lewis,  Edwin  James 

*Lincoln,  Beza 

Litchfield,  William  Elias 

Little,  Arthur 

*Little,  George  Washington 

Little,  James  Lovell 

Little,  John  Mason 

*Lockwood,  Philip  Case 


Lockwood,  Thomas  St.  John 

Lodge,  Henry  Cabot 

Long,  Harry  Vinton 

Longfellow,  Alexander  Wadsworth 

Longley,  James 

Longley,  Mrs.  Julia  Robinson 

*Lord,  George  Wells 

Loring,  Augustus  Peabody 

*Loring,  Caleb  William 

Loring,  Miss  Katharine  Peabody 

Loring,  Miss  Louisa  Putnam 

Loring,  Thacher 

Loring,  William  Caleb 

*Lothrop,  Daniel 

Lothrop,  Thornton  Kirkland 

Loud,  Charles  Elliot 

Loud,  George  Deshorn 

Loud,  Joseph  Prince 

Loveland,  Timothy  Otis 

Lovett,  Arthur  Trevitt 

*Low,  George  Doane 

*Low,  John 

*Lowell,  Francis  Cabot 

Lowell,  Miss  Georgina 

Lowell,  John 

Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 

Lowell,  Mrs.  Mary  Ellen 

Lowell,  Percival 

*  Lucas,  Edmund  George 

Luke,  Arthur  Fuller 

Lunt,  William  Wallace 

Lyman,  Arthur  Theodore 

*Lyon,  Henry 

*MacDonald,  Edward 

*Mack,  Thomas 

Macleod,  William  Alexander 

Mandell,  Samuel  Pierce 

*Mann,  Arthur  Elisha 

*Mann,  George  Sumner 

Manning,  Francis  Henry 

Marion,  Horace  Eugene 

*Marsh,  Mrs.  Julia  Maria 

*Marshall,  James  Fowle  Baldwin 

Marston,  Howard 

Marston,  John  Pitts 
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*Marvin,WilliamTheophilus  Rogers 
Matthews,  Albert 
May,  Miss  Eleanor  Goddard 
May,  Frederick  Goddard 
*May,  Frederick  Warren  Goddard 
Mayo,  Miss  Amy  Louisa 
McDonough,  Charles  Andrew 
*Mead,  Mrs.  Anna  Maria 
Means,  John  Hamilton 
Melville,  Henry  Hulmes 
Merriam,  Frank 
Merriam,  Olin  Lane 
*Merrill,  Mrs.  Amelia  Grigg 
Merrill,  Sherburn  Moses 
Merritt,  Edward  Percival 
*Metcalf,  Albert 
Meyer,  George  von  Lengerke 
Minns,  Thomas 
Minot,  Joseph  Grafton 
♦Minot,  William 
*Mitton,  Edward  John 
Mixter,  Miss  Madeleine  Curtis 
*Moore,  Frederic  Henry 
*Moore,  George  Henry 
*Moore,  Miss  Mary  Eliza 
Moors,  Francis  Joseph 
Moriarty,  George  Andrews,  Jr. 
Morrison,  Barna  Thacher 
*Morse,  George  Henry 

*  Morse,  Lemuel  Foster 
*Morss,  Charles  Anthony 
Morss,  Everett 
Morss,  John  Wells 
*Moseley,  Alexander 
Moseley,  Miss  Ellen  Frances 

*  Motley,  Edward  Preble 
*Munro,  John  Cummings 
Murdock,  Harold 
Murdock,  William  Edwards 
Murphy,  James  Smiley 
Nash,  Nathaniel  Gushing 
Newman,  Miss  Harriet  Hancock 
Nichols,  Arthur  Howard 
Norcross,  Grenville  Howland 
Norcross,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann 


Norcross,  Otis 

Norman,  Mrs.  Louisa  Palfrey 
*Norwell,  Henry 
Noyes,  James  Atkins 
Nutting,  George  Hale 
O'Brien,  Walter  Augustine 
*0'Callaghan,  Denis 
*01msted,  Frederick  Law 
*Osgood,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Burling 
*Page,  Mrs.  Susan  Haskell 
*Paige,  John  Calvin 
Paine,  James  Leonard 
Paine,  Mrs.  Mary  Woolson 
*Paine,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  William  Alfred 
*Palfrey,  Francis  Winthrop 
*Palfrey,  John  Carver 
*Palmer,  Benjamin  Sanborn 
Palmer,  Ezra 

Parker,  Charles  Wallingford 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  Stanley 
Parker,  Frederick  Wesley 
Parker,  Harrison 
Parker,  Herman 
*  Parker,  Mason  Good 
Parker,  Moses  Greeley 
*Parker,  Miss  Sarah 
Parkhurst,  Lewis 
*Parkman,  Francis 
Parlin,  Albert  Norton 
Parmenter,  James  Parker 
Parsons,  Arthur  JefFry 
Parsons,  William  Edwin 
*Payne,  James  Henry 
Peabody,  Charles  Breckenridge 
Peabody,  Charles  Livingston 
Peabody,  Frank  Everett 
Peabody,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Peabody,  John  Endicott 
Peabody,  Philip  Glendower 
Pearson,  Arthur  Emmons 
Peirce,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goldthwait 
Peirce,  Silas 

Pelletier,  Joseph  Charles 
*Perkins,  Augustus  Thorndike 

Deceased. 


1Z 


♦Perkins,  Mrs.  Catherine  Page 
Perkins,  Edward  Cranch 

*  Perkins,  William 

*  Perry,  Charles  French 
Perry,  Edward  Hale 
Perry,  Thomas  Sergeant 
Pfaff,  Charles 

Pfaff,  Mrs.  Hannah  Adams 
♦Pfaff,  Jacob 
Phelan,  James  Joseph 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Anna  Tucker 
Phillips,  John  Charles 
Phinney,  Horatio  Augustus 
♦Pickering,  Henry 
Pickering,  Henry  Goddard 
♦Pierce,  Henry  Lillie 
♦Pierce,  Nathaniel  Willard 
Pillsbury,  Albert  Enoch 
*Piper,  William  Taggard 
Playfair,  Edith,  Lady 
Pond,  Virgil  Clarence 
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Sears,  Richard 
Sears,  William  Richards 
Sergeant,  Charles  Spencer 
Sherwin,  Thomas 
Shuman,  Samuel 
ShurtlefF,  Miss  Sarah 
Skillings,  David  Nelson 
Small,  Augustus  Dennett 
Smith,  Benjamin  Farnham 
Smith,  Charles  Card 
Smith,  Charles  Francis 
Smith,  Edward  Ephraim 
*Smith,  Joseph  Newhall 
Smith,  Joseph  Newton 
Snow,  Charles  Armstrong 
Somes,  Dana  Barry 

Soule,  Horace  Homer 

Sparhawk,  Edward  Epps 

Spinney,  Benjamin  Franklin 

Sprague,  Mrs.  Emeline  Martha 

Sprague,  Henry  Harrison 

Sproul,  Thomas  John 

Stearns,  Albert  Henry 

Stearns,  James  Pierce 

Stedman,  Arthur  Wallace 

Stevens,  Francis  Herbert 

Stevenson,  Robert  Hooper 

Storey,  Moorfield 

Stratton,  Charles  Edwin 

*Strong,  Edward  Alexander 

Strong,  Mrs.  Mary  Baker 

Sturgis,  Richard  Clipston 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Mary  Emma 

Swan,  Charles  Herbert 

Swan,  George  Arthur 

Sweet,  Everell  Fletcher 

Sweet,  Henry  Nettleton 

Sylvester,  Joseph  Smith 

Tapley,  Henry  Fuller 

Tenney,  George  Punchard 

Thorndike,  Augustus  Larkin 

Throckmorton,     John     Wakefield 
Francis 

Tingley,  Charles  Edwin 


*  Deceased. 
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Tobey,  Rufus  Babcock 
Tolman,  James  Pike 
Townsend,  James 
Trask,  William  Ropes 
Tucker,  Arthur  Standish 
Tuttle,  Julius  Herbert 
Tuttle,  Lucius 
Underwood,  Henry  Oliver 
Verne,  Bernard  Paul 
Vialle,  Charles  Augustus 
Vincent,  Miss  Susan  Walker 
Wait,  William  Gushing 
Wales, William  Quincy 
Walker,  John  Ballantyne 
Walworth,  Arthur  Clarence 
Ward,  Joseph  Frederic 
Ware,  Horace  Everett 
Warren,  Bentley  Wirt 
Warren,  Franklin  Cooley 
Warren,  George  Copp 
Warren,  Henry  Edwin 
Warren,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bennett 
*Way,  Charles  Granville 
Webster,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Florence 
Weeks,  Warren  Bailey  Potter 
Wendte,  Charles  William 
West,  Charles  Alfred 
Weston,  Thomas 
Wetherbee,  Frederic  Adolphus 
Wheeler,  George  Henry 
Wheeler,  Henry 
^Wheelwright,  Henry  Augustus 
Wheelwright,  John  William 
Whitaker,  Joseph 


Whitcomb,  William  Wirt 
White,  Frederick  James 
White,  Miss  Gertrude  Richardson 
White,  Miss  Mary  Jane 
*White,  Walter  Henry 
Whitney,  David  Rice 
Whittemore,  John  Quincy  Adams 
Whittier,  Albert  Rufus 
Wiles,  Thomas  Linwood 
Willett,  George  Franklin 
Williams,  David  Weld 
Williams,  George  Gorham 
*Williams,  Henry  Bigelow 
Williams,  Horace  Perry 
Williams,  Moses 
Williamson,  Robert  Warden 
Wilson,  Arthur  Perkins 
Winthrop,  Thomas  Lindall 
Wolf,  Bernard  Mark 
Wood,  Arthur  Goodwin 
Wood,  Irving 
Woodbury,  Isaac  Franklin 
Woodman,  Arthur  Lorrin 
Woods,  Edward  Franklin 
Woods,  Joseph  Fitz 
*Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler 
Woodward,  Frank  Ernest 
Woodworth,  Elijah  Burghardt 
Wright,  Charles  Pierce 
Wright,  George  Sumner 
Wyeth,  Edwin  Augustus 
Wyman,  Frank  Wheelock 
Wyman,  Henry  Augustus 
Young,  William  Hill 


*  Deceased. 


No.    1 44 1. 


(lommontDealtl)  of  Jttasaacfjuactts. 


■§6e  it  fenoton  that  whereas  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 

for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

Jiloto,  Cbereforc,  ^,  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Bo  ^crcfip  ccrttfp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


@MttIlCSiEi  my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 


[Signed] 


HENRY    B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


THE  BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED   TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OP  BOSTON 
AND   THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 
I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall  be  elected  to  rnembership. 
Election  shall  be  made  by  ballot  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular 
or  special  meeting. 

III. 

HONORARY  AND  CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION  FEE  AND  ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admission  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  mem- 
ber  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ; 
life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  mem- 
bership shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent.* 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates,  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President 
and  seven  other  Directors,  a  Clerk  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until 
others  are  duly  elected  in  their  stead.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  from  their  number.  The  ofiSces 
of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  the  Society  may  be  filled  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  term  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular  meeting,  to 
serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Clerk  at  any  meeting,  a  Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  for  that  meeting. 

IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings.  In  the  absence  of  both,  a  President  ^r^  tempore  shall  be  chosen 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

XI. 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES  OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 
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They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  six 
standing  committees  (of  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber ex-officio),  as  follows :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms  (except 
books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered 
as  gifts  or  loans) ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  Papers  to  be  read,  or 
other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library, 
including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other 
objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the 
general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications. 

A  committee  of  four  or  more  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Publications,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  Publications  of  the  Society. 

Committee  on  Memorials. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Memorials,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  Memorials  as  the  Society 
may  vote  to  erect 

These  six  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS   TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and 
sent  to  every  member. 


